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to our summer issue 
of Sailaway Magazine. We’re all appreciating 
this fine summer weather, but when 
thoughts turn to your next holiday we hope 
we have provided you with some inspiration 
in these pages. With its colourful cities and 
amazing natural beauty, South America is 
definitely on my list of places to visit; and 
who could resist seeing the best of the USA 
with American Cruise Lines? 
Hurtigruten’s Danny Giles gives us the benefit 
of his expedition cruise experience, and our 
customers review their authentic Indian 
experience on the Brahmaputra River. Take 
a small ship odyssey with Variety Cruises, or 
get active with our favourite cruise activities. 
Our brand new escorted touring website - 
bluewatertouring.com - opens up a whole 
new world of inland exploration. Gain an 
insight into fascinating Romania with our 
luxury tour review. 
Enjoy the rest of summer, and we look 
forward to helping you plan your next  
holiday.

Juliet Archer, Managing Director
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New Ships on the Horizon

Launching in 2020, Lord of the Highlands will join sister ship 
Lord of the Glens cruising along the intricate waters of the 
Caledonian Canal and the beautiful Hebridean Islands of Mull, 
Skye, Iona and Eigg. Lord of the Highlands will carry a maximum 
42 passengers and have the ambience of a luxury yacht. The 
restaurant, bar and lounge will all be decorated in an Orient 
Express style and will be located on the top deck for fantastic 
views of the Scottish Highlands. Lord of the Highlands will offer 
a 7-night cruise itinerary as well as a shorter 5-night cruise.

Lord of the Highlands

Amadeus Imperial will be the latest addition to the Amadeus 
River Cruises fleet in 2020, cruising the Danube, Rhine and 
Main rivers, plus the Dutch waterways. Amadeus Imperial will 
carry just 168 guests in 84 spacious cabins and suites. All 
cabins will feature either a lowerable panoramic window or 
French balconies. The suites will feature an outdoor balcony 
with seating area. The Amadeus Imperial will feature a main 
restaurant serving international cuisine, a Panoramic Bar and 
the Amadeus Club, a stylish, relaxing area.

Amadeus Imperial

Seabourn is set to expand its ultra-luxury expedition 
cruising, with the addition of Seabourn Venture in June 
2021. The ship will carry two submarines for guests to 
enjoy unforgettable views up to 300m beneath the surface.  
An underwater video camera will project the views in the 
Discovery Centre. There will also be onboard kayaks and  
24 Zodiacs, and each voyage will be accompanied by a team of 
expedition experts. 

Seabourn Venture

La Belle des Océans, formerly Silversea’s Silver Discoverer, joins 
the CroisiEurope fleet later this year. This elegant 7-deck ship 
has been designed to cruise the oceans worldwide, expanding 
CroisiEurope’s repertoire of cruise destinations. Carrying just 
120 passengers, La Belle des Océans will begin its inaugural 
season with nine sailings between Phuket and Singapore. 
In June 2020, La Belle des Océans will arrive at its summer 
home port, Québec, to spend the season cruising on the Saint 
Lawrence river.

La Belle des Océans

Seven Seas Splendor is set to join the Regent Seven Seas fleet 
in 2020, carrying 750 passengers. This luxurious ship will be an 
all-balcony suite ship, with suites ranging from 28m² to 412m². 
Seven Seas Splendor will elevate the cruise line’s legendary 
cuisine, focusing on regional dishes bringing local ingredients 
on board and will also feature a new Culinary Arts Kitchen. 
Seven Seas Splendor will have Captain Serena Melani at the 
helm. Captain Melani will make history by being the first female 
captain to launch a new ship.

Seven Seas Splendor

Cruising the Lower Mississippi, American Jazz will launch 
in August 2020. American Jazz will be decorated in a 
contemporary style and feature a five-story glass atrium. The 
suites will range from a spacious 250 to 800 square feet and 
all suites will have private balconies and full-size bathrooms. 
The two Grand Suites will have glass walls and a wrap- 
around balcony.  Find out more about American Cruise Lines 
on page 20.

American Jazz

Scenic Eclipse Completes Sea Trials!
Scenic Eclipse has moved a step 
closer to its launch in August, 
successfully completing its sea 
trials off the coast of Croatia. Scenic 
Eclipse will now undergo final 
touches to the interior and exterior 
before its inaugural season begins.  

Scenic Eclipse will be an exciting 
addition to expedition cruising, with 
an onboard helicopter and the 
Scenic Neptune submarine 
will offer up to eight dives 
per day.

New to  
Blue Water:

Avalon Waterways is the latest 
river cruise company to join our 
ever-expanding cruise collection. 
Avalon Waterways offers a 
fantastic range of river cruises 
through Europe, including some 
alternative Active & Discovery 
cruises which are destination-
rich itineraries with a choice of 
Classic, Active and Discovery 
excursions at each port of call. 
Avalon Waterways also offers 
the Ganges river through India, 
the River Mekong through 
Vietnam and Cambodia, and the 
Galápagos.

Introducing...
Blue Water Touring
We have just launched a brand new 
website! Explore the inland world that 
cruises cannot reach with Blue Water 
Touring. The website features the most 
comprehensive collection of escorted 
tours and guided holidays worldwide. 
Find out more about Blue Water Touring 
on page 15.

New Boating  
Holiday Destinations

We are now offering exciting new 
destinations for our self-drive boating 
holidays. Explore Portugal’s Grande 
Lago lake from Amieira. Portugal is an 
ideal boating holiday destination as it 
has 300 days of sunshine a year, no locks 
and plenty of free mooring opportunities. 
Also new for 2019 is Anjou, located 
between Brittany and the Loire Valley  
in France.

Visit www.boatingholidays.com 
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Enjoy a multitude of experiences, from 
the bright colours of the Rio Carnival 
to the bird song of the mighty Amazon 
and intense flavours of authentic 
regional cuisine. One continent, 
endless possibilities!

Cities are the beating heart of South 
America. The Argentinian capital of 
Buenos Aires has a distinct European 
flavour due to French and Italian 
influences. There are many examples 
of neoclassical architecture along the 
beautiful Avenida de Mayo, as well as 
buildings inspired by ancient Greece, 
including the Cathedral Metropolitana. 
The opulent residential area of 
Recoleta is a quiet contrast to the 
colourful streets of La Boca with its 
passionate tango artists. 

Further north is Brazil’s lively capital, 
Rio de Janeiro, overlooked by the iconic 
Christ the Redeemer statue at the 

summit of Mount Corcovado. Music 
is the city’s lifeblood, showcased in 
its samba-fuelled annual Rio Carnival. 
The atmosphere is exhilarating as 
samba dancers adorned in brightly 
coloured outfits dance to pulsating 
music, absorbing the energy of the 
crowd as they go. This spectacle 

attracts visitors from around the 
world wanting to embrace the carnival 
experience, and where better than 
Rio de Janeiro! Copacabana Beach 
attracted international jetsetters  
during the 1940s, but today it is 
Ipanema Beach that steals the 
limelight. Take the cable car to the 
summit of Sugarloaf Mountain for a 
spectacular view of the city.

Peru’s capital, Lima, is a city with a 
proud history. In the north is UNESCO-
listed Caral, an ancient citadel which 
pre-dates the Incas, while in the 
south is the archaeological complex 
of Pachacamac in the Valley of the 
Lurin River. A wealth of history awaits 
visitors, as does internationally 
acclaimed cuisine. Lima is considered 
one of the best gastronomic capitals 
in the world. African, Indigenous and 
Chinese influences have resulted in 
iconic dishes including ceviche and 
tiradito.

Chile’s capital is no less 
impressive. Santiago is 
overlooked by the snow-
capped Andes and the 
Chilean Coast Range. 
The city has a real buzz 
and plays host to 
several international 
festivals each year, 
including Festival de 
Jazz de Providencia, 
and Nam, Chile’s biggest 
food festival. In the heart 
of Santiago is the Plaza 
de Armas, home to the 
neoclassical Palacio de 

la Real Audiencia and 18th-century 
Metropolitan Cathedral. 

However, there is a lot more to South 
America than cities. South America 
has outstanding natural beauty, with 

its thundering waterfalls, immense 
glaciers, dense rainforest, and 

mighty rivers. 

 In a remote corner of 
Venezuela, the Churun 

River plunges over 
2,500 feet off the 

edge of Auyan-
tepui to 
c r e a t e 
A n g e l 
Falls, the 

w o r l d ’ s   
h i g h e s t 

uninterrupted 
w a t e r f a l l .  

Angel Falls’ streams 

dissipate into a fine mist resulting in 
stunning rainbows spanning the sheer 
drop. UNESCO-listed Iguazu Falls on 
the border of Brazil and Argentina 
is another spectacular sight. In the 
indigenous Guarani language, ‘Iguazu’ 
translates as ‘big water’, as over 350 
individual waterfalls cascade into 
pools below.  

Lying just off the Ecuadorian coast, 
the UNESCO-listed Galápagos Islands 
archipelago is one of the richest 
marine ecosystems on earth, and 

inspired Charles Darwin’s theory of 
evolution by natural selection. The 
extreme isolation of the islands 
resulted in the development of unique 
flora and fauna, including Galápagos 
Tortoises and Darwin’s Finches. 

South America is home to the unique 
Amazon Rainforest, with a wide variety 
of both endemic and endangered flora 
and fauna, including the Rafflesia 
Flower, Uakari Monkey and Hyacinth 
Macaw. Flowing through its heart is 
the Amazon River, taking in seven 
countries including Brazil and Peru. 
Manaus in Brazil is the largest city 
along the river, an urban metropolis in 
the middle of dense rainforest.

The spectacular Chilean Fjords reveal 
soaring mountains and pockets 
of flora clinging to rugged rocks. 
Seals and dolphins explore these 
uninhabited fjords, while terns circle 
overhead before diving for fish in the 
dark waters. It is impossible not to 
embrace the silence and serenity of 
this wild and remote landscape.

South America is the ultimate all round destination, an 
exhilarating mix of natural wonders, ancient history 
and lively cities bursting with culture. 

‘Visitors from around 
the world embrace the 
carnival experience’

‘South America has 
outstanding natural 
beauty’

South
America
Spirit of
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The Chimu and Inca empires have 
left their mark on South America, 
from astonishing ruins to deep-rooted 
traditions. The city of Trujillo on 
the Andean coast is the gateway to 
remarkable pre-Incan archaeological 
sites. Ancient Chimu tribes founded 
their capital next to the banks of the 
Moche River and named it Chan Chan, 
meaning ‘sun sun’. This UNESCO World 
Heritage Site is close to the equally 
impressive Temples of the 
Sun and Moon, which 
date back 1500 
years.  

Around 1470CE, the Incas conquered 
the Chimu, and created a mighty 
empire which stretched from 
Argentina to southern Colombia. It 
was split into four regions or ‘suyu’ 
- Antisuyu, Chinchaysuyu, Contisuyu 
and Collasuyu. These were intersected 
at the Incan capital, Cuzco, a city 
where deep-rooted traditions are still 
alive today. Every year at the height 
of the winter solstice, villagers dress 
in brightly coloured shawls, and pan 
pipes sound to celebrate the Festival 
of the Sun, known as ‘Inti Raymi’. 

The Incas also believed 
that Lake Titicaca was the 
birthplace of the sun. It is the 

highest navigable lake in the 
world, where the vivid azure water 

is a sharp contrast to the emerald 
fields and snow-capped peaks. The 
ruins of a temple on Titicaca Island 
mark the spot where, according to Inca 
tradition, the two founders of the Inca 
dynasty were sent to Earth by the sun. 

One of the most famous reminders 
of the Inca empire is Machu Picchu, 
discovered over 100 years ago. 
Archaeologists are still uncovering 
the secrets of this incredible archaeo-
logical site, built high on a mountaintop. 
The buildings and plazas were 
connected by narrow paths, and linked 
to the rest of the Inca Empire via the 
Qhapaq Nan, an ancient road system. 

Prior to the Inca empire, there was a 
strong Nazca culture, responsible for 
the mysterious Nazca Lines in Pisco’s 
fertile coastal valley. Etched onto the 
surface between 500 BC and 500 AD, 
they are one of one of archaeology’s 
greatest enigmas. It is only possible 
to appreciate the sheer scale of the 
geoglyphs from the air on a helicopter 
ride. 

South America will capture your 
heart and leave you with memories 
that will last a lifetime. Its colourful 
cities, incredible natural wonders, and 
impressive archaeological sites make 
it an exhilarating continent to explore.

Blue Water Recommends:
1. Oceania Cruises offer a luxury 

12-night cruise on Marina between 
Rio de Janeiro and Buenos Aires 
departing 7 Dec 2019 and 12 Feb 
2020 from just £3448pp

2. Join MS Fram on a 16-night 
Hurtigruten expedition voyage 
along the Andean Coast between 
Panama and Valparaiso departing 
15 Oct 2019 and 3 Oct 2020 from 
just £3790pp

3. Visit the highlights of Argentina 
and Uruguay, and cruise through 
the dramatic scenery of the 
Chilean Fjords on Viking Cruises’ 
17-night cruise departing Dec 
2019 to Feb 2020 and Nov 2020 
to Feb 2021 from just £6490pp 
including return flights from the UK

4. Explore the heart of the Amazon 
rainforest on a 6-night Amazon 
Nature Tours river cruise onboard 

  Tucano, departing throughout 2019,  
2020 and 2021 from just £2625pp

‘The Chimu and Inca 
empires have left 
their mark’

Spirit of South America

Uncover architectural charms and iconic landmarks on a boutique river cruise 
with Emerald Waterways. 
Visit the historic cities along the Danube, experience the majestic Rhine Gorge, stroll through the vineyards of southern France 
or explore the charming townships that line Portugal’s Douro River.

Arrive in the heart of each destination in style on-board our chic, innovative Star-Ships and enjoy impressive features, such as 
our indoor heated pool and cinema†, panoramic Sun Deck and lovingly appointed suites and staterooms.

Book your 2020 European river cruise now and enjoy unlimited free drinks^ on board when you book one of our chic balcony 
suites, plus take advantage of savings of up to £1,000 per couple*.

 
 

Emerald Waterways
Best River Cruise Line for Value

■ Return flights from a choice of up to 
15 UK airports

■  Stylish accommodation on-board our 
innovative Star-Ships

■  All on-board meals in Reflections 
Restaurant

■ Complimentary wine, beer & soft 
drinks with lunch & dinner

■ Onshore excursions and guided tours

■ Extra-special EmeraldPLUS and
EmeraldACTIVE experiences

■ Complimentary Wi-Fi on board

■ Complimentary bicycles† on board

■  All port charges, taxes and transfer 
costs

■ River Cruise Guarantee cover

Exceptional EmeraldVALUE
Book today & enjoy these inclusions

PLUS ALL TIPS ARE INCLUDED 

Call 01756 706 523 or visit bluewaterholidays.com
Terms and conditions: All our holidays are subject to availability. The prices shown are correct at the time of going to print (July 2019) and are per person, based on two people sharing a 
Category E Emerald Stateroom (Category F – Emerald Radiance) or a Category C Emerald Panorama Balcony Suite in low season and include relevant discounts. Supplements apply for 
single travellers, upgraded cabins and other departure dates. *The savings of up to £1,000 per couple are valid for new 2020 European river cruise bookings only made between 2nd July and 
31st August 2019. ^Unlimited free drinks on-board is based on a Free Premium Drinks Package and excludes Champagne, wine by the bottle and cabin mini-bar, valid for new 2020 European 
river cruise balcony suite bookings only made between 2nd July and 31st August 2019. Free drinks offer excludes Emerald Stateroom bookings. Our offers are not combinable and we reserve 
the right to withdraw our offers at any time. Normal booking deposit is £750 per person, we are offering a low deposit of £300 per person for new bookings made before 31st August 2019.
†Emerald Radiance sailing the Douro does not have bicycles or an indoor pool/cinema, instead there is a spa-style Serenity Pool on the Sun Deck. Our 2020 itineraries, hotels, dates and 
inclusions are subject to change. For full booking conditions visit www.emeraldwaterways.co.uk. E&OE.

9-day Enchantment of Eastern Europe
April to October 2020
Budapest to Bucharest

Staterooms from £2,045 pp
Balcony Suites from £2,695 pp

8-day Sensations of Lyon & Provence
April to October 2020

Lyon to Arles

Staterooms from £1,745 pp
Balcony Suites from £2,445 pp

8-day Jewels of the Rhine
May to October 2020
Amsterdam to Basel

Staterooms from £1,845 pp
Balcony Suites from £2,495 pp

8-day Danube Delights
April to November 2020
Nuremberg to Budapest

Staterooms from £1,395 pp
Balcony Suites from £2,045 pp

Enjoy UNLIMITED FREE DRINKS on your 2020 European river cruise
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Seychelles 
The Garden of Eden cruise departs 
weekly all year round and explores the 
beautiful and remote islands of the 
Seychelles archipelago. Discover lush 
rainforests and white-sand beaches 
fringed with palm trees, with crystal-
clear waters teeming with tropical 
fish – 8-night fly-cruise from £2388pp 

Cape Verde and 
West Africa 
Rivers of West Africa is a unique cruise 
along the waterways of Senegal and 
Gambia, visiting nature reserves and 
native villages refreshingly untouched 
by tourism – 7-night fly-cruise departs 
Jan-Feb 2020 from £1268pp

Discover the African and Portuguese 
heritage of the Cape Verde Islands, 
visiting colonial towns, volcanoes and 
beaches – 7-night fly-cruise departs 
Nov-Dec 2019 from £1509pp

Spain and Portugal 
Discover Seville, built along the 
Guadalquivir river with several 
UNESCO classified monuments and a 
rich Moorish and Spanish heritage, and 
Jerez de la Frontera, an Andalusian 
city world-famous for its architecture, 
sherry and fine horses - 7-night fly-
cruise departs Aug-Oct 2019 and  
Apr-Sep 2020 from £2435pp

Costa Rica and
Panama 
Explore the Pacific coastline of Costa 
Rica and Panama, visiting the National 
Park of Manuel Antonio, and the Curu 
Nature Reserve. Witness life in the 
Darién Jungle, and swim and snorkel 
on the tranquil Coiba and Granito de 
Oro islands – 9-night fly-cruise departs 
Jan-Mar 2020 from £2147pp

Croatia and the Adriatic           
Explore the island-dotted coastline of 
Croatia, Montenegro and the Adriatic 
on small ships able to escape the 
crowds. Visit the highlights of the 
region, along with smaller, more 
intimate ports chosen to reveal the 
astonishing scenery, characterful 
towns and generous hospitality of this 
area.

• Dalmatian Coast and Montenegro 
departs alternate weeks between 
June and August 2019 and 2020, 
visiting Dubrovnik, Split, Rab, Šibenik, 
Korčula and Hvar – 7-night fly-cruise 
from £1506pp

• Adriatic Odyssey departs alternative 
weeks between June and September 
2019 and 2020, visiting Dubrovnik, 
Korčula, Bar, Paxos, Corfu, Saranda 
and Kotor – 7-night fly-cruise from 
£1669pp

SPOTLIGHT ON 

Variety
Cruises

A Greek family-owned and run business for over 60 years, 
Variety Cruises’ award-winning motor and sailing yachts offer 
a true small-ship cruise experience, discovering iconic and 
unique destinations in a relaxed and convivial atmosphere. 

These cruises are an ideal 
choice for the ever-growing 
number of guests looking for a 
perfect small ship experience 
with fine cuisine with a local 
flavour, exciting itineraries 
blending well-known ports and 
lesser-known gems, and superb 
personal service. Swim-stops 
in picturesque bays, on-deck 
barbecues and a relaxed dress 
code add to the informal appeal. 
Yachts also carry complimentary 
snorkelling equipment, kayaks 
and fishing equipment. 

Greek Islands 
Variety’s in-depth knowledge enables 
you to discover the real Greece of 
pretty white-washed villages, terraced 
olive groves and idyllic beaches only 
known to locals. Moor in the heart of 
islands well off the beaten track, with 
half-board catering designed to enable 
you to take full advantage of tempting 
traditional tavernas on shore.

• Jewels of the Cyclades departs 
weekly between April and October 
2020 and visits Folegrandos, 
Santorini, Antiparos, Paros, Mykonos, 
Kythnos and Syros – 7-night fly-
cruise from £2057pp

• Classical Greece departs weekly 
between April and October 2020 and 
visits Kea, Santorini, Crete, Kythira, 
Monemvasia, Nafplion and Hydra – 
7-night fly-cruise from £2216pp

Top Tip: Book early for 2020 as 
2019 sold out very quickly!

Top Tip: Why not stopover in Dubai 
or Abu Dhabi on your way to the 
Seychelles.

Top Tip: Extend your cruise with a 
pre or post cruise stay in the walled 
city of Dubrovnik.

• Private-yacht cruise experience, 
with just 34-72 fellow guests

• Boutique-size yachts that moor in 
the heart of destinations, where 
large ships cannot venture

• Carefully crafted itineraries 
focused on the destination

• Ample leisure time in each port 
including overnight stays

• Mediterranean fusion cuisine with 
a strong local influence depending 
on the destination

• Personalised service on board 
provided by experienced and well-
trained crew

• Small group shore excursions 
offering full immersion in the 
destination

• Swimming platforms allowing 
guests to swim, snorkel, kayak and 
more

• Deck barbecues and private events 
on shore

THE VARIETy CRuISES DIffEREnCE:
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I hadn’t been to the Greek Islands for a 
few years so was really looking forward 
to my week of island-hopping on board 
megayacht Harmony V. I prefer small 
ships, so this sounded perfect – an 
informal cruise with just 40 or so fellow 
passengers. From the outside, Harmony 
V looks like a large private yacht, and the 
inside didn’t disappoint either. My cabin 
was small but elegant and clean, with 
lovely furnishings, flat screen TV and 
DVD player, and en-suite bathroom.

The cruise is on a half board basis, which 
is a perfect way to enjoy all that these 
beautiful islands have to offer. We had 
a great buffet breakfast on board (fruit, 
cereals, pastries, plus all the usual hot 
food like bacon, eggs, sausages, toast) 
and then either had lunch or dinner on 
board depending on the schedule. This 
meant that we were free to enjoy a 
Greek salad in a harbour-side taverna for 
lunch, or a great moussaka for dinner at 
an atmospheric restaurant. The food on 
board was fabulous. Lunch buffets were 
enormous and freshly prepared with a 
wide variety of salads and grilled fish, 
chicken and Greek specialities. Most of 
the time we had dinner on land, but we 
enjoyed a memorable Greek night with 
Greek dancing, plus an excellent five-
course Captain’s Dinner on board ship.

Mykonos and Santorini were the ports 
of call for the first two days. A late-night 
departure from Mykonos meant that 
we could spend a fantastic afternoon 
and evening on this lively island, then 
walk back to the ship, just yards from 
the old town. We joined an excursion 
on Santorini which took us around this 
most picturesque of islands, including 
the iconic town of Oia and the Minoan 
site of Akrotiri. Always in small groups, 
excursions are good value, but if we 
wanted to explore independently, we 
were given maps and information.

We then ventured far off the tourist trail 
and visited islands untouched by the 
large cruise ships - tourist-free places 
that the Greeks keep a well-guarded 
secret. We spent a day in Kythira, with 
its stunning double bay, wonderful 
beaches, and amazing views from the 
top of the island. Hydra was a delight, 
with its car-free streets, pretty harbour 
and rows of patient donkeys. A highlight 
was sailing into Monemvasia and seeing 
the medieval walled town from the sea - 
a unique view that not many people get 
to experience. This was a wonderful 
evening as we walked the short distance 
from Harmony V for a delicious meal in 
this atmospheric old town.

Another benefit of this relaxing cruise 
was being able to stop for a refreshing 

swim. Most days, the yacht cruised 
into a secluded, picturesque bay and 
dropped anchor so we could swim 
off the platform at the back of the 
ship. There is no better feeling than 
swimming in the clear, warm waters of 
the Aegean Sea in tranquil and scenic 
locations. Floats, flippers and snorkels 
were always available - as was a kayak 
for the more energetic guests!

With an interesting mix of Americans, 
Australians, Europeans and Brits, there 
was always someone to chat to, or a 
quiet corner of the ship to relax in. The 
crew were friendly and helpful, always 
working hard to make sure everything 
ran smoothly. The cruise co-ordinator, 
Iossef, was absolutely fantastic - his 
knowledge of the islands we stopped at 
was incredibly helpful. As on any small 
ship, the weather dictates the route 
to a certain extent and the itinerary is 
never set in stone. The captain had 
a wonderful knowledge of the Greek 
Islands, and ensured that the route we 
took was always the best.

Whilst not a luxury ship, Harmony V is 
classy, well-designed and well looked 
after. The real joy of cruising on a small 
ship like this is the unique itinerary and 
beautiful destinations we visited - this 
really felt like a tailor-made cruise on a 
private yacht.

Juliet joined Variety Cruises  
on the 7-night Classical Greece 
cruise on board Harmony V

Cruising Classical Greece

‘Swim in the clear, warm 
waters of the Aegean’

Blue Water Recommends:
Classical Greece departs weekly 
between April and October 2020 
from £2216pp
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I was very much looking forward 
to joining Cox and Kings’ Timeless 
Romania tour. After a direct four-hour 
BA flight from Heathrow, we were 
greeted at Bucharest airport by Adrian 
and Marius, our guide and driver for 
the week. Half an hour later we were 
at the centrally located Hotel Capital 
Plaza, and after a huge three-course 
dinner with wine it was time for bed – 
a busy week ahead!

Our sightseeing itinerary had been 
professionally planned to ensure we 
saw the main highlights and captured 
as much of the heart and spirituality 
of the country as possible in a week. 
The size of the country was an eye-
opener, also how unspoilt and varied 
the scenery was. It is still largely 
agricultural, especially in the North, 
and we saw feudal-style Moldavian 
farmsteads with traditional hayricks 
and haycarts, farmers tilling potato 
and cabbage fields with horse and 
plough, and old Saxon and gypsy 
villages where people in traditional 
dress were selling wooden and textile 
crafts. (I came home with brightly 
painted wooden spoons, sheepskin 
slippers, local honey, herbal teas and 
of course a Dracula fridge magnet!) 

Whilst Transylvania conjures up gothic 
images of Dracula and vampires, we 

found so much more to capture our 
interest. We were surprised to learn 
Dracula’s castle in Bran, although a 
wonderfully evocative place, is not 
the real home of Vlad the Impaler; 
his real castle is in ruins elsewhere 
in Transylvania, and Bran Castle was 
actually a royal residence.

Sinaia provided our first taste of the 
Carpathians; an attractive Alpine-style 
ski resort rising out of the plains, a two-

hour drive from Bucharest, its higher 
peaks still capped with the last vestiges 
of winter snow. On a beautiful crisp 
morning we enjoyed an uncrowded 
tour around two castles – Peleș, the 
former royal residence of King Carol I, 
a hugely ornate masterpiece of fairy-
tale turrets and spires and reputedly 
the first castle in Europe to have 
central heating and electricity – and 
Pelișor, a smaller half-timbered palace 
decorated in contrasting art nouveau 
style which was commissioned for 

his nephew King Ferdinand and Queen 
Marie, grand-daughter of our own 
Queen Victoria. 

Romania keeps its Orthodox religion 
at the heart of its society, and our 
visit to Voronet Monastery in southern 
Bucovina, one of 18 such buildings now 
enjoying UNESCO heritage status, was 
a real treat. These exquisitely frescoed 
structures are considered to be among 
Europe’s greatest artistic monuments. 
Although the exteriors have been 
severely weathered the interior detail 
is amazing, and we were glad to have 
Adrian’s expert explanation of the 
iconography. 

We explored the lovely medieval 
centres of Sighișoara, Sibiu and 
Brașov with its satellite ski resort 

Poiana Brașov, before returning to 
Bucharest. It’s easy to see why the 
capital is sometimes called the Paris 
of the East, with its elegant boulevards 
and buildings which hark back to the 
Hapsburg Empire. There are reminders 
of its Communist past, with the huge 
Palace of Parliament dominating the 
skyline, the creation of former dictator 
Nicolae Ceaușescu, and famously the 
second largest administrative building 
in the world (after the Pentagon). 

It’s hard to pick a favourite out of the 
many fascinating places we saw. 

The stunning Bicaz Gorges were 
unforgettable, and I have never before 
seen anything like the Turda Salt Mine, 
with its massive bell-shaped cavern 
367 feet underground, which houses 
a gym, bowling alley, shop, ferris 
wheel and boating lake! There are also 
sputnik-like pods where people sit and 
just breathe in the healthy salt-laden 
air. It looked like something out of a 
Bond film, and the whole experience 
blew me away.

For quaint appeal it would have to be 
Sighișoara, where rows of beautifully 
preserved buildings radiate out from 
the main square in a picturesque 
medieval jumble of cobbles, colour and 
crookedness. Not just a museum town 
but a real living place where people 
work, shop and take their children to 
school, it was here we tracked down 
the real Dracula. Vlad the Impaler’s 
birthplace is now a restaurant and 
upstairs after dinner a surprise lay in 
wait for us - a low ceilinged room 

‘We captured as much 
of the heart and 
spirituality of the 
country as possible’

‘It’s hard to pick a 
favourite out of the 
many places we saw’

Touring specialist Heather joined Cox and Kings  
on their Timeless Romania tour in April 2019 

Timeless
Romania

Peleș Castle

Voronet 
Monastery

Bran Castle, Brașov

Palace of Parliament, Bucharest
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decked out in red and black with 
spiders dangling from above and a real 
vampire lying in a coffin - some may 
say a little tacky but truly scary when 
he jumped out at us!

We were treated to two performances 
of Romanian folk dances (audience 
participation obligatory!). Firstly in 
Guru Humorului, where the local mayor 
met us and handed out traditional 
lacquered Easter eggs. The second 
was on our final night in Bucharest at 
the beautiful 19th century art nouveau 
restaurant Caru’ cu Bere in the lively 
Lipscani district, full of locals and 
tourists alike and clearly the place 
to be on a Friday night. The dancing, 
both traditional and contemporary 
(think Eastern European Strictly!) was 
superb, the atmosphere buzzed, and 
food and wine flowed freely. It was the 
perfect end to our fun-filled week.

The food was wholesome and hearty, 
with more than a nod to Romania’s 
Austro-Hungarian past, and portions 
were not for the faint hearted! Meze-
style starters were followed by a main 
course centred around pork, polenta 
or potatoes (we enjoyed a variety 
of goulash!), then either apple or 
plum-based desserts and pastries or 
chocolate cakes laced with alcohol - all 

accompanied by copious amounts of 
excellent full-bodied and (usually red) 
Romanian wine. Almost all meals were 
included as part of the tour, but we 
did have one free night in Cluj Napoca 
when we found giant pizzas for about 
£5 each! Food and drink seemed to 
cost about half UK prices. 

With a busy itinerary and a different 
hotel every night, check-in was always 
handled quickly and seamlessly. Each 
hotel was 4* or 5*, had its own character 
and was chosen for their location and 
facilities. Service was consistently 
polite and efficient, and any minor 

issues were handled professionally.  
At the Hotel La Conac in Bucovina, a 
cosy ski lodge just outside the town 
of Gura Humorului and the only hotel 
without a lift, staff were on hand to 
assist with luggage. The grand finale 
to our trip was the Intercontinental 
in Bucharest, a superb 5* star hotel 
opposite the National Theatre and 
within walking distance of the old part 
of the city. My room was on a high floor 
and enjoyed magnificent views. 

For a tour of this type I recommend 
comfortable layered clothing, sensible 
footwear for the sightseeing, a good 
camera and a head for heights – there 
are lots of hairpin bends! English is 
widely spoken and there is evidence 
of Romania’s historic links with France 
everywhere. The highlight for me was 
the sheer variety of sightseeing in the 
week. We covered a lot of miles, but 
with Marius at the wheel, Adrian on the 
microphone, and lots of comfort stops 
at clean, well-stocked roadside cafes, 
we were always entertained.

Blue Water Recommends: 
Cox and Kings’ Timeless Romania tour is available between July and 
October 2019, from just £1195pp including 4* and 5* accommodation 
throughout and guided tours in small groups. 2020 dates will be released 
shortly – please contact us for details. 

‘The highlight for me 
was the sheer variety  
of sightseeing’

‘Service was consistently 
polite and efficient’

Sighișoara

Traditional  
flower seller

An escorted tour is the best way to 
see a destination in depth. A tour 
is about getting under the skin of 
a destination, understanding what 
makes the country and its people tick, 
and creating unforgettable memories 
and friendships along the way.

With so many different kinds of tour 
now on offer, there is something to 
suit all travellers. Choose from tours 
for small groups, luxury tours, active 
tours, solo tours, rail tours and so 
much more.

Our comprehensive new website 
www.bluewatertouring.com has the 
best selection of guided holidays 
from award-winning tour operators, 
with options to suit all budgets.
Choose from fascinating destinations 
such as Japan, Uzbekistan and the 
Silk Road, Borneo and New Zealand, 

or explore an old favourite in more 
detail – France’s Côte d’Azur, Tuscany 
in Italy, or the Alpine region of Austria.
Benefit from experienced local guides 
who know the area inside out – they 
know the best restaurants, the most 
spectacular viewpoints, and help you 
to discover the authentic destination.
Hand-picked centrally-located hotels, 
luxury coaches, fine cuisine and 
once-in-a-lifetime experiences are 
just some of the attractions of a 
fantastic guided tour.

Escorted Tours
A new world of opportunity

Explore your dream destination
www.bluewatertouring.com
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Ask the expert
Expedition Cruising

Danny Giles  
National Explorer Manager, Hurtigruten

Blue Water Recommends:
1. Follow in the footsteps of great explorers on an 

18-night expedition cruise across the Northwest 
Passage departing August 2020 from just 
£12,995pp 

2. Explore the great white continent of Antarctica on 
a 12-night expedition voyage onboard Midnatsol 
from just £5436pp departing Nov 2019 to Mar 
2020. Alternative Antarctic voyages are available, 
some of which also include South Georgia and the 
Falkland Islands or the Chilean Fjords

3. Join Hurtigruten’s new hybrid ship Roald 
Amundsen on a 9-night Baja California cruise from 
La Paz to San Diego departing 30 Apr 2020 from 
just £2990pp

4. Circumnavigate Spitsbergen, Land of the Polar 
Bear, on a 9-night voyage from Longyearbyen 
departing Jun to Aug 2020 from just £4675pp

How does an expedition cruise differ from 
an ordinary cruise?

Unlike a standard cruise, an expedition cruise will take 
you to places that offer adventure, history and culture, 

and often to destinations that a normal cruise wouldn’t 
even attempt. An expedition cruise will leave you with 
memories of a lifetime and each expedition is unique, no 
two are the same even if they go to the same destination  
multiple times.

A

What’s your dream expedition cruise 
destination?

I have two on my wish list which Hurtigruten now 
offer. The iconic Northwest Passage, following in the 

footsteps of Roald Amundsen and Sir John Franklin is top 
of my list - great wildlife and history. I would also like to 
explore Alaska and the Aleutian Islands. In fact, I could do 
these cruises back to back if I could take 47 days off work!

A
What new destinations are there?

New for us this year is Northwest Passage and Franz 
Josef Land. Next year we have more warm water 

expeditions in Central and South America including Baja 
California and exciting land extensions to Machu Picchu 
and the Galápagos Islands.

A

Who do you think expedition cruises  
appeal to?

We don’t have an age limit, it’s all about having the right 
attitude. Age is just a number and whether you are 90 

or 19 an expedition cruise offers an “Edutainment” that 
you don’t get on a normal cruise. You could be an observer 
and enjoy the sights, you could be an outdoor enthusiast, 
getting involved with all the hikes, kayaking, snow shoeing 
etc or you could be a premium traveller that wants to 
see these amazing destinations in excellent comfort and 
service but still connecting with your inner explorer.  

A

What are the essentials to pack?

The order I pack my bag is, 
camera first followed by extra 

film/SD cards and batteries as they 
drain quicker in the cold, followed 
by tripod and binoculars. Then it’s 
the clothing, there isn’t a dress code 
on the Hurtigruten ships so it’s all 
about layers and packing accordingly for 
the season. The Norwegians have a saying “There is no 
such thing as bad weather, just inappropriate clothing”. 
Then a pair of sunglasses, suntan lotion and swimwear so 
you can use the Jacuzzis, or even be tempted to go for  
a polar plunge!

A

What is being done to ensure that  
expedition cruising is as environmentally 
friendly as possible?

With over 125 years of explorer heritage Hurtigruten 
are dedicated to preserving and protecting the areas 

we explore. Last year we went single use plastic free on 
all our ships. We work closely with Clean Up Svalbard 
and operate beach cleans on each landing, and that’s 
not just Svalbard, but all our landing sites. We work very 
closely with AECO (Association of Arctic Expedition Cruise 
Operators), IATTO (International Association of Antarctica 
Tour Operators) and we have our own charity foundation, 
the Hurtigruten Foundation. All of this is to ensure that 
our guests of tomorrow will enjoy the same amazing 
experiences our guests do today. Not to mention our hybrid 
powered expedition ships, a world first.

A

What makes Hurtigruten a world-leader  
in expedition cruising?

Very simple really, over 125 years of expedition 
experience means that we know these areas better 

than anyone else. We impart this knowledge to our guests 
to ensure they have the most incredible journey and see 
things they never thought they would, to create amazing 
memories.

AWhat’s been your favourite destination  
so far?

This is a tough question! The 
expedition cruises I have been on 

all offer something very different, 
from the penguins in Antarctica 
to the amazing Inuits and 
icebergs of Greenland and 
the majestic polar bears of 
Svalbard. They all hold a 
special place in my heart.

A

What’s the most memorable experience 
you’ve had on an expedition cruise?

So many to list but if I had to be pushed it would be 
kayaking in Greenland around the icebergs and then 

going fishing! So many cod caught within an hour - they 
were then cooked for us that night, yum!

A
What happens on a typical day on board?

From breakfast to dinner a day on board is exciting, 
informative, relaxing and immersive. You could take 
part in anything from ice cruising around the icebergs, 
to hiking to a glacier, enjoying a spa session in the new 
Wellness centre on the two new Hybrid Expedition Ships, 
or listening to an in-depth lecture from the wonderful  
onboard Expedition Team.

A
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Here’s how it works:

REfER A fRIEnD SCHEME?
1. Introduce a friend to our   
 spectacular collection of cruises

2. Your friend calls us to book their  
 cruise and mentions your name

3. You and your friend each receive  
 a £25 M&S Voucher!

Why not treat yourself to a  
lovely bottle of bubbly! 

Because the best things are 
shared with friends… 

Did you know we have a

The team at Blue Water Holidays have first-hand experience of a wide variety of ships,  
so we can give the best advice about the amazing choice of ships from different cruise lines.  

Here are the highlights of our team’s recent trips

Rebecca and Kathryn joined Amadeus 
Queen in Amsterdam for a springtime 
cruise through Holland including a visit 
to the colourful Keukenhof Gardens. 

Emmy and Karen enjoyed a cruise on a 
Viking Longship along the River Rhine 
from Basel, exploring the Black Forest 
region of Germany. 

Ann was invited on luxurious AmaReina 
to sample APT’s Rhine Treasures cruise, 
with highlights including Rüdesheim, 
Heidelberg and Colmar.

Kathryn spent four nights cruising 
through Provence on CroisiEurope’s 
Camargue, visiting Avignon, Arles and 
the Ardeche Gorges. Heather also 

enjoyed a week cruising the River Rhone 
from Lyon on board Amadeus Provence.

Samantha experienced Avalon Water-
ways’ Active and Discovery on the Rhine 
cruise on board Avalon Panorama, and 
Emmy sampled Emerald Waterways’ 
Charms of Holland and Belgium cruise 
on Emerald Star. 

Camargue

Emerald Star

Stepping On BOard

AmaReina

The splendid isolation of untamed Greenland 
o ers stunningly beautiful scenery and diverse 
wildlife, along with rich cultural traditions

16-DAY VOYAGE

£5,493PPfrom

heart of
greenland
16 DAYS  |  MS FRIDTJOF NANSEN
Departs 23 July 2020
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Flights from £436pp
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American Cruise Lines has specialised 
in small ship cruising for over 30 years. 
They have the youngest fleet of ships 
in the USA, offering luxurious comfort 
with state-of-the-art amenities. Each 
ship carries just 100 to 187 passengers 
to ensure you enjoy a personal, attentive 
service onboard. Sit back and relax 
whilst taking in the passing scenery 
from the large observation decks and 
panoramic lounges. Spacious cabins 
all feature windows or balconies for 
unspoilt views. These small ships 
can access ports which larger ships 

cannot reach, with 
unique itineraries 

i n c l u d i n g 
exploring 

Puget Sound in the Northwest and the 
tranquil Intracoastal Waterway in the 
Southeast.

American Cruise Lines have an award-
winning enrichment programme with 
informative lectures from onboard 
experts including historians and 
naturalists, as well as live music 
performances. Discover the origins 
and traditions of music as you cruise 
along legendary rivers celebrating the 
birthplace of blues, jazz and rock n’ roll. 
Carefully designed shore excursions 

maximise your experience on shore,  
with complimentary included 

excursions and 
Signature 

Tours to give you a real insight into the 
areas you visit. There are also themed 
cruises including a Lobsterbake Cruise 
in New England, a Civil War cruise and 
a Fall Foliage cruise.

During the cruise you will be served 
delicious cuisine with regionally 
inspired dishes. Sample Cajun and 
Creole cuisine in New Orleans or 
barbecue classics in Memphis, and 
relish the succulent seafood for 
which New England and the Pacific 
Northwest are renowned. 

Enjoy complimentary pre-cruise hotel 
stays with cruises on the Mississippi 
River, Alaska, and Columbia and Snake 
Rivers. We can tailor any cruises to 
suit you, with hotel stays, return flights 
from the UK and overseas transfers so 
you can make the most of your time in 
the USA. 

Mississippi River
At 2,350 miles long, the ‘mighty’ 
Mississippi is one of the most popular 
river cruises in America. Journey into 
the heart and soul of the Deep South. 

Cruise the Lower Mississippi between 
Memphis, the musical heartland of 
Rock n’ Roll, and New Orleans, city of 
jazz. Delve deep into the history of the 
Civil War in Vicksburg, discover the 
grandeur of the Oak Alley plantation, 
and visit Baton Rouge in Louisiana. The 
Upper Mississippi between St Louis 
and St Paul inspired many legendary 
writers and artists.

Visit Hannibal, the childhood home 
of author Mark Twain, and see the 
sights which inspired stories including 
Huckleberry Finn. Explore the scenic 
gardens in La Crosse, the colourful 
Victorian mansions in Dubuque and 
lively Davenport. American Cruise 
Lines also offer a unique Cumberland 
river cruise between Nashville and St 
Louis, or the Ohio River from St Louis 
to Pittsburgh. 

New England
Discover the majestic seafaring 
history, coastal towns and quaint 
island villages of New England. See 
Martha’s Vineyard, Provincetown, 
Gloucester and Bar Harbor on a cruise 
from Boston. Cruise from Providence 
to Nantucket Island, New Bedford 
and Newport, or explore the coast of 
Maine including Camden, Boothbay 
Harbour and Bath on a roundtrip 
cruise from Portland. Experience 

cruising out of New York along the 
Hudson River, north to Albany. Soak 
up the views of the Catskill Mountains 
on the west and the Taconic and 
Berkshire Hills on the east. See 
magnificent architecture influenced by 
the English and Dutch and grand 
historic sites including Vanderbilt 
Mansion, home of Franklin  
D. Roosevelt.

for the true all-American experience, explore the uSA with 
American Cruise Lines. With over 35 unique cruises taking in 
28 states, each cruise discovers the culture and history of a 
destination. Learn about the American Civil War as you cruise 
the Mississippi River, follow in the footsteps of great pioneers 
in the Pacific northwest or explore new England in the fall.

An All-American 
Cruise Experience

‘Included shore 
excursions add to 
the experience’

‘Journey into the 
heart and soul of 
the Deep South’

‘Delve deep into the 
history of the Civil 
War in Vicksburg’
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Pacific Northwest 
In 1804, Lewis and Clark began an 
8,000-mile expedition exploring the 
lands in the west of North America, 
travelling across the country towards 
the Pacific Ocean. Follow in the 
footsteps of these great explorers, 
cruising the Columbia and Snake 
rivers, visiting iconic sites from their 
journey. Visit Mount St Helens, where 
the landscape changed forever after a 
volcanic eruption in 1980, and sail the 
Columbia River Gorge – a spectacular 
river canyon cutting through the 
Cascade Mountain Range. Learn about 
the indigenous Native Americans 
in Pendleton and take in the stunning 
scenery at Hells Canyon, North 
America’s deepest gorge.

Alaska
Explore the wilderness, history and 
ancient culture of Alaska. Look out 
for the diverse wildlife including orcas, 
bald eagles and brown 
bears. Highlights include  
the spectacular Mendenhall 

Glacier, the beauty of Tracy Arm Fjord 
and Alaska’s Inside Passage. Learn 
about the history of the Klondike Gold 
Rush in Skagway, get up-close views 
of bald eagles in Haines and admire 
the spectacular views of Glacier Bay. 
There is also the option to cruise 
through Puget Sound and the San 
Juan Islands, set against the backdrop 
of the Cascade Mountains. 

Southeast America
The tranquil Intracoastal Waterway is 
a protected network of bays, rivers and 
canals, running alongside the Atlantic 
Ocean. Cruise between Jacksonville 
in Florida and Charleston in South 
Carolina, with highlights including 

Beaufort, Hilton Head Island, 
Jekyll Island and Savannah. 

Alternatively, cruise between 

Charleston and Baltimore in Maryland, 
exploring the pristine ecosystem of 
the Intracoastal Waterway on a Mid-
Atlantic Inland Passage Cruise. There 
are also unique cruises along the great 
rivers of Florida from Jacksonville, or 
from Baltimore through Chesapeake 
Bay and the history of American 
Revolution.

Blue Water Recommends:
1. Combine a Lower Mississippi 

river cruise with a 2-night 
Graceland pre-cruise package and 
a post-cruise stay in New Orleans 
plus return flights from the UK, 
from just £4599pp 

2. Spend three nights in New York  
before taking the train to Boston 
for a 10-night Grand New England 
cruise from just £6059pp 
including return flights from  
the UK

3. Stay overnight in Seattle before 
enjoying a 10-night roundtrip 
cruising through Puget Sound and 
the San Juan Islands from just 
£5699pp including return flights 
from the UK

4. Enjoy a pre-cruise stay in St Louis 
before spending seven nights 
cruising the Cumberland River 
to Nashville, with a 2-night post-
cruise stay and included Music 
Pass plus return flights from the 
UK from just £4599pp

‘Follow the pioneers to 
the Pacific Northwest’

Explore some of the world’s most famous and iconic rivers, and discover more than just the coastal areas as you  
wind your way through the heart of some of the world’s top destinations. Traverse the United States along the 

Mississippi river, discover temples, sanctuaries and the local villages along the Mekong or explore the European 
landscapes along the Rhine Gorge

Fully bonded and protected. All prices quoted are per person, based on two adults sharing a twin/double lead in cabin unless otherwise stated. Based on the following sailings; 
American Cruise Lines 07.11.19 departure, 09.11.19 sailing; Pandaw 14.03.20 sailing 11.03.20 departure; Amadeus 31.10.19 sailing.  Prices include London flights (regional 

flights available on request) hotels where indicated and overseas transfers. Prices are correct at time of sending and are subject to availability and/or change and can be 
withdrawn at any time. Available for new bookings only.

Jul - Nov 2019 & Feb - Dec 2020 
11 nights 

2-night Graceland pre-cruise package 
Visit the home of Elvis!

7-night cruise from Memphis to  
New Orleans aboard America

2-nights post-cruise stay in New Orleans
All non-UK transfers included

Lower Mississippi
with VIP Pass and Tour of Graceland

Memphis to New Orleans

FLIGHT INCLUSIVE PRICE FROM  
£4,599pp

Jul - Dec 2019, Jan - Apr &  
Jul - Dec 2020 | 11 nights 

10% Discovery discount, kids go 
FREE on selected sailings & no single 

supplements on selected sailings 
2-night pre-cruise stay in Siem Reap

7-night sailing aboard RV Tonle Pandaw
2-nights post-cruise stay in Saigon

All non-UK transfers included

Classic Mekong

Siem Reap to Saigon

FLIGHT INCLUSIVE PRICE FROM  
£3,399pp

Jul - Oct 2019 & Apr - Oct 2020 
7 nights 

No single supplements on 
selected 2019 sailings

15% Early Booking Discount 
on 2020 sailings

Sail aboard Amadeus Silver II
£100pp on board spend

Classical Rhine

Amsterdam to Basel 

FLIGHT INCLUSIVE PRICE FROM  
£1,779pp
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Getting to Know... Karen
We talk to another of our Cruising Specialists about her dream destination, 
favourite cruising memories, and what she once bought in Morocco!

How long have you worked 
at Blue Water Holidays?
I have worked for Blue Water Holidays 
for 9 years and I enjoy my role as much 
today as when I first joined the company. 
Helping people plan their holiday, be it a 
short break or the trip of a lifetime, is 
something I find very fulfilling.

What would your dream 
cruise destination be?
My dream cruise destination would have 
to be South East Asia; I would love to 
sail with Star Clippers to the 
stunning beaches and 
paradise islands of 
Thailand. I spent 
my honeymoon 
on Ko Samui and 
have vowed ever 
since that I will 
return some day. 

Is there a 
particular ship 
that you would love to 
cruise on?
I was fortunate enough to be wined and 
dined aboard the Viking Sun last year 
whilst she was docked in Liverpool. 
Understated luxury, a delightful choice 
of dining venues and an emphasis 
on relaxation and indulgence; I could 
certainly see myself enjoying one of 
their many exciting itineraries.

What was your favourite 
cruise and why?
I recently cruised the Rhine River 
from Basel to Cologne and can 
highly recommend it. Scenic 
cruising through the Middle 
Rhine from Rüdesheim to 
Koblenz, passing magnificent 
castles standing proud 
over the river, was 
a personal 
highlight for  
me.

Where is your favourite  
port of call?
Whilst I hope to visit many more places, 
one of my favourites so far has been 
the city of Strasbourg in France, home 
to the European Parliament and the 
stunning Cathédrale Notre Dame, which 

is well worth a visit. Meandering 
around the streets with their 

pretty, timber-framed houses 
was a delight.  

Which destination has 
surprised you the most?
The Balearic Island of Ibiza - despite 
being renowned for its night life, my 
visit to Ibiza Town really surprised me. 
This is a beautiful town with narrow, 
winding streets amongst white-washed 
buildings and quaint cafes, bars and 
shops. It’s very picturesque with a 
relaxed vibe.

What is your 
favourite cruising 
memory?
One of my favourite cruising 

memories has to be 
from a short cruise I 
took aboard Hebridean  

 

Princess from Greenock to the Isle of 
Bute. The farewell gala dinner was a very 
memorable experience, one of the most 
enjoyable meals I have had onboard a 
ship coupled with an “address to the 
Haggis” by the captain; a very warm and  
convivial evening. 

What are your top tips for 
cruising?
I would recommend enhancing your 
holiday by adding a pre or post-cruise 
stay. Whether it’s a relaxing beach stay 
after a cruise around the Caribbean or 
Bali, or a city break in Europe, we can 
extend your trip with a wide choice of 
options. Most river cruises also offer 
extensions where guided tours are 
included in fascinating cities including 
Prague, Munich and Vienna.

What’s been your best  
‘port’ souvenir?
For an onboard themed evening, I once 
purchased a belly dancers coin belt 
to shimmy the night away whilst in 
Tangier, Morocco!

Ibiza Town

Strasbourg
STAR CLIPPERS

Lead in fare is based on 2 adults sharing a category 6 cabin, full board cruise and port charges. Includes flights, hotels and transfers where stated. Single supplement ranges from 
50% when booking a category 6 - category 2 cabin and 100% for category 1 and above. All prices are correct at time of print and are subject to availability and/or change and can be 

withdrawn at any time. Please ask your travel consultant at the time of booking for more information.

FROM £2,319PP*

SOUTHERN THAILAND
Departs UK 30th January 2020 

8-night package  
7-nights aboard Star Clipper

Visiting: Phuket | Ko Butang 
Penang | Ko Adang – Butang Group 

Ko Rok Nok | Phang Nga Bay 
Ko Hong | Phuket

Price includes return flights from 
London Heathrow, 1-night pre-cruise 

stay at SALA Phuket, all non-UK 
transfers, 7-nights full board sailing 
with Star Clipper and port charges.

FROM £2,419PP*

WINDWARD ISLANDS
Departs UK 21st February 2020 

8-night package  
7-nights aboard Royal Clipper

Visiting: Bridgetown | Rodney Bay 
Cabrits | Falmouth Harbour 

Basseterre | South Friars Bay | Terre-
de-Haut | Martinique | Bridgetown

Price includes return flights from 
London Gatwick, 1-night pre-cruise 

stay at The Sugar Cane Club, all non-UK 
transfers, 7-nights full board sailing 

with Royal Clipper and port charges.

FROM £2,619PP*

TREASURE ISLANDS
Departs UK 3rd January 2020 

8-night package  
7-nights aboard Star Flyer

Visiting: Philipsburg | Anguilla | Gorda 
Sound | The Bight | Soper’s Hole 

White Bay | Basseterre | South Friar’s 
Bay | Gustavia | Philipsburg

Price includes return indirect flights 
from London Heathrow, 1-night pre-
cruise stay at Grand Case Beach Club, 

all non-UK transfers, 7-nights full board 
sailing with Star Flyer and port charges.

Enjoy the romance of sailing on board a true tall ship in a relaxed atmosphere with 
high standards of service provided by an attentive crew. All three magnificent tall 

ships have expansive teak decks, swimming pools, informal dining, a convivial Tropical 
Bar and a comfortable piano bar. Your Star Clippers adventure has only just begun...

Blue Water Hols Advert.indd   1 01/07/2019   16:21:44
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Authentic India 
From the moment we stepped aboard 
until leaving we experienced the 
highest standards of care and personal 
attention. This cruise involved several 
excursions involving small boats, land 
cruisers, jeeps and even elephants - 
often a combination of several in one 
day.  At no point did we feel unsafe 
or uncertain about journey times, 
arrangements or security.  The logistics 
were seamless and completely 
professional. This was in part due to 
the enjoyable and informative briefing 
meetings beforehand. The excursions 
were all fascinating, well chosen, 
informative and very enjoyable.

Amongst our favourites was the 
pre-dawn drive in convoy through 
Assamese villages to the Kaziranga 
National Park.  Comfort stops along the 
way were in restored colonial hunting 
lodges, now hotels, with several 
breakfasts included. As dawn broke, 

we were amongst several species of 
deer and a single horned Rhino and 
her baby.  We were just a few feet from 
these giant creatures. The party then 
set out in jeeps to get up close to wild 
buffalo, monitor lizards and a host 
of bird species including kingfishers, 
parakeets, bee-eaters and eagles.

The next day we ventured out on the 
lighter boat from the ship to safari 
along the river’s edge of Kaziranga 
Park to surprise a swimming buffalo. 
He was feet away from the boat and 
we had a superb sustained view of 
him clambering up onto the bank with 
condensing breath and water droplets 
running off his enormous head and 
torso.

The evening barbecue on a deserted 
island was memorable in so many 
ways, and the sight of our lit offerings 
to the river floating off into the night 
will stay with us for a long time.  

The excursions by lighter to see the 
various village communities were 
fascinating. We were able to meet and 
interact with local farmers and weavers 
and visit their houses and temples.  
We were fortunate to visit a Sutra, 
or monastery, and enjoy mesmeric 
performances by the monks. We were 
also treated with performances by 
costumed dancers interpreting the 
Sita and Rama story defeating Ravana.

The accommodation and facilities 
were exceptional given the nature and 
capacity of the ship. The food was 
amongst the best we experienced 
in India and we ate in 5* hotels 
elsewhere. The overall impression left 

by the cruise was the extraordinary 
standard of care from the crew and 
its personnel.  The friendly assistance 
and attention to detail were excellent.  

This was one of the most memorable 
holiday experiences we have ever had, 
and l can recommend this cruise to 
anyone without reservation. Superb!

Mr and Mrs Cluskey sailed on board far Horizon’s 
MV Mahabaahu on India’s Mighty Brahmaputra River 
cruise in Spring 2019

‘The accommodation 
and facilities were 
exceptional’

‘As dawn broke, we were 
 just a few feet from 
these giant creatures’

Extend your exciting Indian journey with  
a superb guided tour extension.

Kolkata 
Enjoy a 2-night pre-cruise stay in the vibrant city of Kolkata 
(formerly Calcutta), during which you will enjoy a sightseeing 
tour that includes visits to St Paul’s Cathedral and Mother 
Teresa’s House. 

11-night Kolkata and Brahmaputra Cruise and Stay  
from £2439pp

Golden Triangle 
Start your Indian adventure by seeing some of the most 
famous attractions the country has to offer. Your 6-night 
Golden Triangle Tour will take you to Delhi, Agra and Jaipur 
to visit sights such as the Red Fort, the Jaipur City Palace 
and the magnificent Taj Mahal. 

15-night Golden Triangle and Mighty Brahmaputra Cruise 
and Tour from £3359pp

Bhutan 
Explore Bhutan, the Land of the Thunder Dragon, a Buddhist 
kingdom on the edge of the Himalayas. After arriving in 
Kolkata, you will fly to Paro for a 7-night guided tour to visit 
museums and stupas in Thimpu and Punakha, including 
Punakha Dzong Fortress and Taktsang Monastery. Learn of 
ancient kings and wander through bustling markets in this 
inspiring country.

16-night Bhutan and Brahmaputra Cruise and Tour from £4599pp

BRAHmAPuTRA RIVER  
CRuISE ExTENSIONS

Swimming buffalo

Boat safari

Dawn over Assam

Interpretive dancers

Kaziranga National Park
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Amsterdam

Dusseldorf

Cologne

Cochem Koblenz

Rüdesheim 

Speyer 
Heidelberg

Strasbourg

Basel

NETHERLANDS

GERMANY

FRANCE

SWITZERLAND

A

B

D

E

C

BELGIUM

THE BLUE DANUBE – VIENNA, 
BUDAPEST & SALZBURG 

Eight days from only £1,099PP
Departures up to October 2019 and

April to October 2020

RIVER CRUISES
THAT TICK ALL THE BOXES

 

ABTA  No. V4744

RHINE CRUISE TO SWITZERLAND
Eight days from only £1,299PP

Departures up to October 2019 and
May to October 2020

BURGUNDY, THE RIVER RHÔNE 
& PROVENCE 

8 days from £1,299PP
Departures up to October 2019 and

April to October 2020

Prices are based on two people sharing and are correct at time of print. Single supplements may apply. Holidays are operated by and subject to booking conditions 
of Riviera Travel, ABTA V4744 ATOL 3430 protected. Subject to availability. Additional entrance costs may apply. Images used in conjunction with Riviera Travel.

A river cruise is one of the most relaxing ways to discover Europe – the UK’s leading river cruise provider, 
Riviera Travel, offers 15 superb-value itineraries with regional flights. Competitively priced, they include 

everything you’ll need for an unforgettable journey.

2019

DEPARTURES

STILL AVAILABLE 

Spacious suites and cabins

Return regional fl ights or Eurostar, with over  
50 regional connections

Daily excursions led by knowledgeable local 
guides

Services of our experience cruise director  
and concierge

Overseas transfers

All meals on board

Complimentary tea and coffee in your cabin, 
plus on board Wi-fi 

All port charges and airport taxes

Price-parity across all channels

SO MUCH IS INCLUDED

SOLO DEPARTURES AVAILABLE ON SELECTED DATES

Sailaway_Blue Water Holidays_July 2019_A4_RCD RCR RCS.indd   1 02/07/2019   16:00

Engers  
The city of Engers is often overlooked in 
favour of its neighbour Koblenz. It is a stop 
on the East Rhine Railway which takes in 
some of the region’s most spectacular 
scenery. The white-washed palace in 
the heart of the beautiful Old Town was 
built in the 18th century as a summer 
residence. Today it houses the foundation 
of Rhineland-Palatinate and is an academy 
for chamber music.   

Bingen 
Bingen is a beautiful city at the confluence 
of the Rhine and Nahe rivers, between 
Mainz and Boppard in the Rhine Gorge. 
Originally the Roman fortress of Bingium, 
it is renowned for its wine production 
and hosts the Bingen Wine Festival. Visit 
the Drusus bridge over the Nahe River, 
named after its builder, Roman military 
commander Nero Claudius Drusus, and 
Klopp Castle, built in the 13th century. The 
iconic Mauseturm or Mouse Tower stands 
on a rocky island just outside of Bingen.  
It was built as a watchtower in the 14th 
century and was later restored in the neo-
Gothic style. 

Eltville   
Eltville is well-known for its roses, and the 
stunning rose garden around the fairytale 
Electors’ Castle in the Old Town attracts 
visitors from around the world. Take 
in Eltville’s renowned vineyards on the 
Rheinsteig walking trails, or follow in the 
footsteps of Johannes Gutenberg, inventor 
of the world’s first printing press, who 
lived in the town during the 15th century. 
Nearby is the Romanesque Eberbach 
Monastery, once a major centre of wine  
production.  

Ludwigshafen 
Across the river from Mannheim is 
Ludwigshafen, named in honour of Ludwig 
I of Bavaria. Heavily destroyed during 
World War II, it has been rebuilt in a modern 
style. The Wilhelm-Hack-Museum is a hub 
for contemporary art, with its brightly 
coloured façade created from over 7000 

tiles. In front of the museum is Endlose 
Treppe, a sculpture erected in honour 
of Marxist philosopher Ernst Bloch. The 
picturesque Oggersheim district of the city 
is where you’ll find the Neoclassical church 
of Maria Himmelfahrt, and Schillerhaus 
Oggersheim, once home to famous poet, 
Friedrich Schiller. 

Baden-Baden    
The spa town of Baden-Baden is nestled 
in the Black Forest and just a stone’s throw 
from the River Rhine, yet rarely visited on 
river cruises. It was once a meeting place 
for Europe’s rich and famous due to the 
healing qualities of its thermal waters, first 
discovered by the Romans. Experience the 
mineral-rich waters of the thermal baths at 
the famed Caracalla Spa, or discover the 
benefits of Dead Sea and Himalayan salts 
in the Salina Sea Salt Grotto. The city is 
also noted for its 2500-seat Opera House, 
Festspielhaus, the largest classical music 
venue in Europe. 

The Rhine is the most popular 
European river cruise destination. 
Most cruises begin in the Dutch  
capital of Amsterdam and voyage 
upstream along the colourful Dutch 
waterways to Cologne, picturesque 
Koblenz and the ancient fortress 
town of Boppard. Ships then 
cruise through the Rhine Gorge to 
Rüdesheim, Strasbourg and end  
in Basel.
However, if you have cruised this 
route before, there is another side to 
the Rhine which you can now explore 
on exciting new itineraries, calling at 
different destinations!

Blue Water Recommends:
1. Avalon Waterways: Active Discovery  
 on the Rhine Visits Engers, Bingen  
 and Eltville

2. Uniworld: Rhine, Moselle and  
 Baden-Baden Visits Baden-Baden

3. AmaWaterways: Medieval Treasures  
 Visits Ludwigshafen

A

B

C

D

E

The Rhine River REVISITED

Mouse Tower, Bingen

Eltville

Baden-Baden
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Kayak at a leisurely pace between the 
blue cliffs of the Gardon Gorges along 
the scenic Gardon river in Provence. 
The clear waters of this calm river are 
ideal for kayaking, watching out for 
herons, perch and other nature as 
you glide downstream. The highlight 

has to be rounding the corner 
and seeing the Pont du Gard, a 
2000 year old Roman aqueduct, 
gracefully straddling the river. 

Stop here for a swim and take in 
the scenery before heading home.

Uniworld Boutique River Cruises, 
Burgundy and Provence – 7-night 

all-inclusive cruise 
departing March 
to November 

2019/2020 (kayaking 
excursion offered between 

May and September) from 
£1899pp 

Kayaking   
Kayak under the Pont du Gard

Where better to enjoy playing on and 
in the water than in the watersports 
mecca of the Caribbean? With endless 
sandy beaches and azure waters full 
of marine life, it’s no wonder that this 
is the best place to experience all the 
watersports you can think of. From 
paddle-boarding and windsurfing to 
high octane jet skiing and swimming 
with sharks, everything is on offer on 
these uniquely beautiful islands.

Star Clippers offer several 7-night 
cruises around the Caribbean from 
Barbados or St Maarten, offering 
watersports on shore and from the ship, 
with the assistance of the on-board 
sports team, from £1010pp

Watersports     
A Caribbean playground

Take advantage of cruising along 
picturesque rivers by joining guided 
hikes to terraced vineyards and 
dramatic castles on hillsides, with 
wonderful views of the valleys below. 
These leisurely half or full day hikes 
are a peaceful way to enjoy the natural 
beauty of Europe’s rivers, including 
the Rhine, Danube and Portugal’s 
Douro.

CroisiEurope offer cruises with 
included guided hikes between April 
and September 2020, with a 7-night 
cruise from £1595pp

Hiking    
River Cruise and Hikes

Discover the art of samba at one of 
Rio’s most renowned dance schools. 
With its fast-paced moves, hypnotic 
rhythm and eclectic costumes, 
samba encapsulates the 
magic of Brazilian dance. 
During your lesson, you will 
learn the basic steps of 
the samba and other 
Brazilian rhythms, 
such as forró and 
maxixe, as well 
as popular dance 
moves that can 
be used to improve 
your ballroom swing, 
tango, waltz or salsa. 

Viking Ocean Cruises, 
Caribbean and South 
American Shores – 25-night 
cruise departing 24 October 
2019 from £5190pp

Dancing  
Learn to Samba in Rio de Janeiro 

Cruise into

Take a horse-riding excursion on the 
beautiful Lofoten islands in Norway, 
through deserted landscapes once 
inhabited by the Vikings. Ride 
across a long white sandy 
beach beside the Norwegian 
Sea, through rugged rocky 
terrain, and among remains 
from the Viking Age. During 
summer there is perpetual 
daylight, but during autumn 
and winter you ride in darkness, 
listening to the waves slap the 
shoreline and gazing skyward 
to see the mystical Northern 
Lights. 

Hurtigruten, Classic Round 
Voyage – 11-night cruise 
departing all year round from 
£1299pp

Horse riding 
Norway’s Lofoten Islands 

The tiny islands that make up the 
Maldives are surrounded by crystal 
clear water containing over 700 
species of brightly coloured fish, 
including parrot fish and butterfly 
fish. Look out for a multitude of other 
marine wonders too, such as reef 
sharks, turtles, rays, anemones, coral, 
and even octopus! Snorkelling in the 
Maldives is generally suitable for most, 
with reefs close to shore in shallow 
water so you don’t have to venture far 
from the beach to immerse yourself in 
an underwater paradise. 

Yasawa Princess, Magic of the 
Maldives – 7 or 14-night all-inclusive 
cruise departing November to March 
2019-2020 from £1883pp

Snorkelling  
maldives Paradise Islands

Cruising is an ideal way of pursuing your hobby in a new destination, or 
trying your hand at a new sport or activity. From dancing the samba in 
Rio de Janeiro to kayaking under the iconic Pont du Gard, or horse riding 
under the Northern Lights, we’ve picked our favourite cruise activities. 

Explore a well-known city in a new 
way with these jogging tours of 
cosmopolitan Amsterdam and Cologne 
on the River Rhine. Accompanied by a 
local guide, you will see the highlights 
of these cities at a leisurely pace, with 
stops for commentaries. 

Avalon Waterways, Active and 
Discovery on the Rhine – 7-night 
cruise departing in 2019 and 2020 from 
£2194pp

Jogging
Tours of European cities

Combine luxury river cruising on the 
Danube with the opportunity to indulge 
your passion and play golf. You will be 
picked up from the ship and taken to 
top European golf courses where your 
tee time, practice balls and pull trolleys 
will have been arranged for you in 
advance. After your round of golf you 
will enjoy lunch in the clubhouse while 
your clubs are cleaned by our staff. 
Non-playing partners can enjoy guided 
excursions every day.

AmaWaterways, Melodies of the 
Danube – 7-night Golf and Cruise 
Package from £3640pp

Golf     
Golfing on the Rivers

ACTIOn!
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welcome in the New Year at Prague 
Winter Festival with performances 
by opera singers, ballet dancers and 
classical musicians.

If you enjoy learning about history you 
can discover what living in Prague 
was like under Communist rule at 
the Museum of Communism, take a 
guided tour of a real nuclear bunker and 
explore the unique KGB Museum. The 
Prague Jewish Museum is a moving 
memorial to the Jewish population of 
Bohemia and consists of six Jewish 
monuments including the Old-New 
Synagogue, the Ceremonial Hall and 
the Old Jewish Cemetery.

Franz Kafka was born in Prague’s 
Jewish Quarter and the writer’s legacy 
can be found throughout the city, from 
the street where he was born to his 
final resting place at the New Jewish 
Cemetery, and the Franz Kafka Museum 
which is dedicated to his work. David 
Černý is a Czech sculptor whose 
intriguing works of art are scattered 
all over Prague. Černý’s controversial 
pieces are famous around the world, 
from the mesmerising sculpture of 
Franz Kafka’s head, to giant crawling 
babies on the sides of the TV Tower. 

Although Prague is nicknamed ‘the 
city of a hundred spires’ there are 
actually almost a thousand towers 
and spires decorating the city. The 
city is stunningly beautiful up close, 
however we recommend you head up 
high to enjoy sweeping vistas of the 

epic skyline. Admire the ancient heart 
of the city from the observation deck 
of the 60m-tall tower of Old Town Hall 
which is reached via modern steel 
spiral staircase, or climb the 138 steps 
to the top of the Old Town Bridge 
Tower for views over the Charles 
Bridge. Unforgettable views are also 
possible from the Petřín Lookout 
Tower, modelled on  the Eiffel Tower, 
which can be reached via the Funicular 
Railway or a 30-minute hike to the 
summit of Petřín Hill. For incredible 
views of the bridges arching across 
the Vltava river we suggest you head to 
Letná Park and the giant Metronome, 
or visit the mystical Vyšehrad fortress 
which stands high above the river.

‘Enjoy a true winter 
wonderland at 
Christmas markets’

Blue Water Recommends:
1. Join CroisiEurope on an 8-night 

Elbe river cruise between Prague 
and Berlin departing Jul to Oct 
2019 and Apr to Oct 2020 from 
just £2030pp including return 
flights from the UK

2. Uniworld’s Authentic Danube river 
cruise from Nuremberg to Vienna 
can be combined with a 2-night 
hotel stay in Prague throughout 
2019 and 2020 from just £1899pp 

 including return flights from the UK
3. Viking Cruises offer an 11-night 

holiday combining hotel stays in 
Prague and Paris with a 7-night 
cruise along the Rhine and Main 
rivers departing Jul to Oct 2019 
and Apr to Oct 2020 from just 
£2695pp including return flights 
from the UK

City of a Hundred SpiresPrague is a breathtaking 
mix of Baroque, Renaissance and 
Gothic architecture that is hard 
to find anywhere else in Europe. 
One of the great delights of the city 
is its potential for exploration; the 
medieval centre is a maze of cobbled 
lanes and hidden courtyards, with 
five historical districts linked by the 
landmark Charles Bridge. 

Prague is perfect for extending your 
river cruise holiday, with many cruises 
on the rivers Elbe and Danube offering 
pre or post-cruise hotel stays in the 
city.  Elbe river cruises start or end in 
Prague and lots of Danube cruises 
offer a Prague extension where you 
will enjoy a short coach transfer to 
a centrally-located hotel, often with 
guided excursions included, so you 
can really extend your river cruise 
experience.

Vltava river is the soul of the city and is 
spanned by the Charles Bridge whose 
30 saintly statues embellish the bridge 
and contribute to its medieval aura. 
The true heart of Prague beats in 
Old Town Square, the most beautiful 
square in Prague, presided over by 
the Astronomical Clock. Installed 
in 1410, this is the oldest operating 
astronomical clock of its kind in 
the world and is rich in intriguing 
symbolism.

The fairytale fortress of Prague Castle 
was founded in the 9th century and 
today dominates the city centre. If 
you are interested in history this is the 
perfect place to explore, as within its 
walls lie ancient buildings, museums, 
galleries and the gothic St Vitus 
Cathedral. This beautifully decorated 

cathedral is the biggest in the Czech 
Republic and is home to treasures 
such as the ornate tomb of St 
Wenceslas, the Czech Crown Jewels 
and magnificent Art Nouveau stained 
glass.

In a striking modern contrast to the 
surrounding Baroque, Gothic and Art 
Nouveau buildings, we recommend a 
visit to Frank Gehry’s Dancing House 
which has become an icon of modern 
architecture in Prague and is known 
locally as the Fred & Ginger building, 
after legendary dancing duo Fred 
Astaire and Ginger Rogers. 

The Czech Republic is the beer capital 
of the world, and Prague is the best 
place to try famous Czech beers 
and craft beers. Beer lovers must 
visit Prague Beer Museum which 
offers over 30 quality Czech beers 
on tap. Traditional Czech cuisine is 
also delicious, with local specialities 
including potato and garlic soup, beef 
goulash, palačinky pancakes and 
medovnik honey cake.

A whole host of long-running 
festivals take place throughout the 
year in Prague, and attending one of 
these is the perfect way to immerse 
yourself in local culture, including 
the Bohemian Carnevale, a medieval 
tradition with a famous masquerade 
parade, the Czech Beer Festival and 
the Prague Spring International Music 
Festival with contemporary music 
performances. Enjoy a true winter 
wonderland at Prague’s Christmas 
markets which light up the city, and 

‘The Vltava river is the 
soul of the city’
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Tarte aux Pommes  
à l’Alsacienne 
This Alsatian apple tart is a classic for 
a reason - slightly sweet pastry filled 
with tart apples, lightly coated with 
a frothy custard which caramelizes  
in the oven.

Preheat oven to 220°C and grease a 
10-inch tart pan with butter. Mix the 
flour, salt and butter until the mixture 
resembles breadcrumbs then add 
the sugar, egg yolk and enough ice 
water to make a dough. Form a ball 
shape then wrap it in cling film and 
refrigerate for 30 minutes. Roll the 
dough out onto a floured surface into 
a 12-inch circle then line the tart pan 
with the pastry.
Sprinkle the apple slices with lemon 
juice then place in concentric circles 
on the pastry. Beat the eggs and 
sugar then add the cream, vanilla 
and cinnamon before pouring over 
the apples. Bake for 20 minutes then 
reduce the temperature to 170°C and 
bake for a further 25 minutes or until 
the filling is firm. Spread quince jelly 
on top of the warm tart for a shiny 
finish. Serve warm with cream or 
vanilla ice cream.

Blue Water Recommends:
Visit the Alsace region of France on a River 
Rhine cruise, with most cruises including 
a visit to the region’s capital, Strasbourg. 
7-night fly-cruise are available throughout 
2019 and 2020 from just £1199pp

ATaste of Alsace

Alsatian Spritz Cocktail 
Alsace is renowned for its fruit brandy, 
and this cocktail combines warming 
apple brandy and cinnamon spice with 
sparkling Alsace wine. 

50ml apple brandy

10ml maple syrup

Crémant d’Alsace Blanc de Blancs Brut

1 dash aromatic bitters

Mix the apple brandy, maple syrup and 
bitters together in a cocktail shaker with 
ice then strain into a chilled cocktail 
glass. Top with Crémant d’Alsace Blanc 
de Blancs Brut and garnish with a 
cinnamon stick and apple slice.

The Alsace region is located in north-eastern France and is famous for its 
wine, colourful half-timbered houses and castles in the Vosges mountains. 
The capital Strasbourg is home to one of France’s most beautiful Gothic 
cathedrals, an atmospheric old town, and renowned Christmas markets. 
With a history of German rule, it boasts many mouth-watering specialities 

that reflect its mix of German and French influences.
Serves 8
Pastry

160g plain flour
100g unsalted butter
25g sugar
1 large egg yolk
50ml ice water
Pinch salt

filling
1kg apples, peeled and sliced thinly
3 large eggs
100g sugar
100ml double cream
Pinch cinnamon (optional)
½ tsp vanilla extract
50ml lemon juice
Quince jelly (optional)

Passage to Eastern Europe
11 days, 7 guided tours, Bucharest – Budapest  
Departs March to November 2020
From £2,095pp

A Tale of Three Rivers
8 days, 6 guided tours, Trier – Bamberg 
Departs April to November 2020
From £1,595pp

Your journey
Days 1-2 Bucharest, Romania | Day 3 Veliko Tarnovo, Bulgaria  
Day 4 Vidin, Bulgaria | Day 5 Iron Gate, Serbia | Day 6 Belgrade, 
Serbia | Day 7 Osijek, Croatia | Day 8 Kalocsa, Hungary   
Days 9-10 Budapest, Hungary 

Your journey
Day 1 Trier, Germany | Day 2 Trier & Bernkastel, Germany  
Day 3 Cochem, Germany | Day 4 Koblenz, Germany   
Day 5 Heidelberg, Germany | Day 6 Würzburg, Germany   
Day 7 Bamberg, Germany | Day 8 Bamberg, Germany 

ENJOY IT ALL, IT’S ALL INCLUDED 

P Return flights from the UK. Fly from a choice of  
up to 14 regional airports at no extra cost

P River-view stateroom
P An included excursion in almost every port
P Free Wi-Fi on board (connection speed may vary)

P All onboard meals, including regional specialities

P Specially selected house wine, beer and soft  
drinks with lunch and dinner on board

P Free tea, coffee and snacks any time on board
P All port charges, airport taxes and overseas transfers
P No surcharges guaranteed once your deposit is paid
P Onboard gratuities

Save up to £1,000pp on selected Viking River Cruises
NEW for 2020 – on board gratuities included

Prices are correct at time of going to print but are subject to availability and change. From price is per 
person and based on two people sharing the lowest grade stateroom available on selected river cruises, 
departing on selected dates in 2020. Gratuities included on board ship only. Prices valid until 31 July 2019. 
Single supplements apply. For more information please visit vikingcruises.co.uk/terms-conditions or call us.

SAVE  
UP TO 

£1,000pp
ON 2020 VIKING  
RIVER CRUISES
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www.YorkshireCruiseShow.com

Plus information and exclusive offers from over 40 other cruise lines!

Free Entry!

free Prize Draw!

Exclusive Show 
Offers!

Tuesday 1 October 2019, 11am-3pm 
King’s Hall and Winter Garden, Ilkley, LS29 8HB - opposite the train station

The unmissable cruise event of the year! 

Join us for informative panel talks about river cruises, small ship cruises 
and expedition cruises, with experts from leading cruise lines:


