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Latest News from the World of Cruise

Oasis-class ship, Harmony of the 
Seas, launched in May 2016 by Royal 
Caribbean International, is the largest 
cruise ship in the world carrying 5,479 
passengers. Public areas include the 
innovative Bionic Bar where robots 
create your favourite tipple, the 
Ultimate Abyss, the tallest slide at 
sea, the spectacular Aquatheatre, plus 
eleven superb dining venues, from the 
Coastal Kitchen to Sorrento’s Pizzeria. 
Cruises start from just £702pp, cruise 
only.

Innovative Technology 
From Royal Caribbean

Emerald Waterways is launching 
three new ships in 2017. Carrying 
just 182 guests, Emerald Destiny will 
join sister ships cruising the Rhine, 
Main and Danube rivers. Custom-built 
138-passenger Emerald Liberté will 
cruise the Saône and Rhône Rivers 
in France, while Emerald Radiance, 
carrying 112 passengers, will explore 
Portugal’s terraced vineyards and 
wine-producing villages along the 
River Douro. Prices start from just 
£1295pp for a 7-night cruise with 
return flights from the UK. 

Emerald Waterways 
Adds to its Fleet

Launching in 2017, luxurious 
sister ships Emily Brontë, Thomas 
Hardy and Oscar Wilde will offer 
the perfect blend of luxury, style 
and elegance. They will cruise 
along the beautiful Rhine, Moselle 
and Danube rivers, as well as 
the tranquil Dutch Waterways, 
with prices starting from £649pp 
including return flights from  
the UK. 

Three New Ships  
from Riviera Travel

Top New Cruise Destinations 

Canada is rich in history, culture 
and tradition, from picturesque 
Newfoundland and Labrador on 
the East Coast to cosmopolitan 
Vancouver on the West Coast, gateway 
to the rugged Rocky Mountains 
and dramatic scenery of Alaska. 
Experience a unique expedition cruise 
with thrilling Zodiac excursions and 
expert guides, or combine a cruise 
to Alaska with a tour of the Rocky 
Mountains, including the famous 
Rocky Mountaineer train.  

Canada

The island of Borneo is one of the 
most biodiverse areas on earth, and 
home to the endangered Bornean 
orangutan. Take a unique cruise 
along the upper Kapuas River from 
Sanggau, through the remote region 
of Kalimantan, with visits to traditional 
tribal communities. Borneo

The idyllic islands of the Indian 
Ocean are the perfect escape from 
the hustle and bustle of everyday 
life, with golden beaches, swaying 
palm trees and secluded coves. Try a 
relaxing island-hopping cruise around 
the Seychelles, with opportunities 
to swim and snorkel, or a small 
catamaran cruise exploring the coral 
atolls of the Maldives. Some cruises 
combine the exotic Indian Ocean with 
game safaris or visits to Cape Town in 
South Africa.

Indian Ocean

Myanmar, formerly Burma, has been 
left untouched for a generation. Today 
it is embracing  visitors from all over 
the world and fast becoming a popular 
cruise destination. The best way to 
see this deeply spiritual country is on 
a cruise along the mighty Irrawaddy 
River through the heart of Myanmar, 
visiting iconic sights including the 
shimmering Shwedagon Pagoda in 
Yangon and the breathtaking Bagan 
temples.

Myanmar
South America has a wealth of exciting 
cruise opportunities, including river 
cruises through the lush Amazon 
rainforest, expedition voyages to the 
unspoilt Chilean fjords and the unique 
Galapagos Islands, and luxury cruises 
between the colourful and exciting 
cities of Rio de Janeiro and Buenos 
Aires. Cruise and land tours also offer 
visits to breathtaking Machu Picchu 
and hotel stays in the capital cities of 
Lima and Quito.

South America

New Expedition Ships Launching

Scenic, Crystal Cruises, Ponant and 
Hurtigruten are all launching brand 
new expedition ships in 2018/19. 
With state-of-the-art, innovative 
features,  these ships will take guests 
to the most remote regions in the  
world, without sacrificing comfort  
 

 
 
 
and style. For more information 
on these exciting new expedition 
ships, please see the feature on 
Page 10

Viking Cruises is launching two 
new luxurious ocean ships in 
2017, Viking Sky and Viking Sun, 
carrying 930 passengers. They 
will join sister ships Viking Star 
and Viking Sea, launched in 2015 
and 2016 respectively. The ships 
will feature Scandinavian-inspired 
décor, reflecting the company’s 
heritage, and offer itineraries to the 
sun-drenched Mediterranean and 
diverse Baltic cities, with prices 
starting from £2090pp including 
return flights from the UK.

Sun and Sky

Flying Clipper, expected to 
set sail at the end of 2017, 
will be the fourth addition to 
the Star Clippers’ fleet and 
the world’s largest square 
rigger with a total of 35 sails. 
Carrying just 300 guests, 
she will offer intimate and 
authentic voyages under 
full sail, combining tradition, 
relaxation and informality.

The luxurious 128-passenger Joie de 
Vivre is set to join the Uniworld fleet in 
2017, offering cruises along the beautiful 
River Seine. The ship will feature lavishly 
appointed, uniquely designed cabins 
and original works of art, in line with 
the rest of the Uniworld fleet. A 7-night  
all-inclusive cruise from Paris with visits 
to the Normandy beaches leads in at 
£2099pp with return UK flights.

Uniworld’s Joie de Vivre

All prices and offers are based on two adults sharing a cabin, are 
correct at time of going to press, subject to availability, apply to new 
bookings only, cannot be applied retrospectively and can be withdrawn 
at any time. Terms and conditions apply. All the flight-inclusive holidays 
in this brochure are financially protected by the ATOL scheme. When 
you pay you will be supplied with an ATOL Certificate. Please ask for it 
and check to ensure that everything you booked (flights, cruise, hotels 
and other services) is listed on it.

Blue Water Holidays Ltd is a company registered in England and 
Wales, number 4085664. Registered Office: Bowers Wharf, 
Skipton, North Yorkshire, BD23 2PD.

to the first issue of 
our new Sailaway Magazine, your window 
onto the fascinating world of cruising. 

Inside Sailaway you can find all the latest 
news on exciting new launches, plus 
firsthand reviews of ships including the 
superb Viking Star and stunning tall ship 
Royal Clipper.

Our destination features focus on the 
highlights of river cruising in Europe and 
Asia, as well as a country that has made 
headlines recently - dramatic Iceland. 
Indonesia is an exciting new cruise 
destination and we hope our feature 
whets your appetite for adventure.  

Don’t miss out on our competition on the 
back cover to win a digital camera!

I hope you enjoy reading Sailaway.

Best wishes

Juliet Archer, Managing Director
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1
A beautiful city of two halves, with 
old Buda and cosmopolitan Pest 
straddling the mighty Danube, linked  
by the iconic Chain Bridge. Pest’s 
elegant streets lined with graceful 
mansions lead to the vast and imposing 
Hero’s Square, whilst across the river 
is Buda Castle and the fairytale turrets 
of Fisherman’s Bastion. With history 
around every corner, fabulous Art 
Nouveau and Baroque architecture, 
and an abundance of hot springs and 
bathhouses, Budapest is a must-see 
European city.

Visit Budapest on a river Danube cruise, 
usually spending a full day here

Budapest, Hungary

2
It is impossible to ever grow weary 
of this enchanting city, with its array 
of famous attractions and diverse 
quartiers, all with their own unique 
atmosphere and tantalising treasures. 
Once the Eiffel Tower, Champs-
Élysées, Notre Dame and the Louvre 
have been ticked off the list, venture 
into the artistic and intellectual 
heartland of La Rive Gauche 
for an espresso or glass of 
wine in one of the many cafes, 
head up the hill to Montmartre, 
the evocative setting for so 
many films, or enjoy the finest 
shopping at the Galeries 
Lafayette and Printemps on La 
Rive Droite.

River Seine cruises usually spend  
at least one full day in Paris 

Paris, France

3
Berlin’s colourful history has created 
a unique and exciting city of diverse 
multiculturalism with a flourishing 
contemporary art scene, vibrant 
nightlife, and after being nearly 
completely rebuilt after WW2, an 
eclectic mix of architectural styles. 
Its remarkable museums, memorials 
and historic sights give a sensation 
of living, breathing history. Visit the 
infamous Brandenburg Gate, stroll 
the neoclassical Unter den Linden 
and shop on the Kurfürstendamm, 
with its eerie Kaiser Wilhelm Memorial 
Church, badly bombed in 1943 and left 
as a testament to the horrors of war.

River Elbe cruises visit Berlin, some 
including a hotel stay

Berlin, Germany

7
This atmospheric city enchants with 
its maze of narrow canals lined with 
crumbling Renaissance palazzo and 
crossed by myriad bridges. The Grand 
Canal lives up to its name with glorious 
Venetian architecture along its banks, 
leading to the dramatic Basilica di 
San Marco and the Palazzo Ducale, 
home of the doge. Lose yourself in 
the labyrinth of narrow backstreets, 
where treasures await at every turn, 
and shop for fine glass and lace on the 
brightly-coloured islands of Murano 
and Burano. 

River Po cruises start and end in 
Venice, with at least a day here

Venice, Italy

10
One of France’s most exciting cities, 
Bordeaux has benefitted recently 
from a major regeneration and is now 
the largest urban UNESCO site in the 
world. Stroll the upmarket streets 
around the Place de la Bourse, and 
enjoy stunning views of the river and 
quays from the impressive Pont de 
Pierre (Stone Bridge), before enjoying 
the fine bistros and restaurants, with 
the obligatory glass of wine - there 
are some 10,000 wine producing 
chateaux in the Bordeaux region, 
including some of the most expensive 
wines in the world.

Bordeaux is the main port of call on the 
wine country cruises on the Gironde 
and Dordogne rivers 

Bordeaux, France

9
A fascinating mix of vibrant port and 
medieval old town, the home of Port 
wine sits at the mouth of the River 
Douro, spanned by the iconic Ponte 
de Dom Luís (Dom Luís Bridge). Enjoy 
a glass of the local tipple in one of 
the lively bars in the riverside alleys 
of Ribeira, or visit the beautiful Beaux 
Arts train station, over a century old 
and decorated with azulejos, the 
exquisite blue and white tiles for 
which Portugal is famous.

Most River Douro cruises begin and  
end in Porto

Porto, Portugal

5
Lyon offers a wealth of gastronomic 
delights from the amazing displays 
in the covered market of Les Halles 
de Lyon Paul Bocuse to the Lyonnais 
specialities to be sampled in an 
authentic bouchon. Sophisticated 
shopping and a lively nightlife contrast 
well with the beautiful Old Quarter with 
its narrow winding streets, fascinating 
museums and historic attractions of 
the Basilica of Notre-Dame de 
Fourvière, from where stunning views 
of Lyon can be enjoyed. 

River Rhône cruises usually spend  
a full day in Lyon

Lyon, France

8
One of Germany’s most liberal and 
lively cities, regularly voted the 
country’s single most popular tourist 
attractions, Cologne’s ancient history 
is immediately apparent. Alongside 
the famous twin-spired Gothic 
Cathedral are Roman relics, medieval 
churches, avant-garde buildings and 
a new postmodern quarter. Museums 
full of art, sports, perfume, Roman 
history and even chocolate, sit 
comfortably next to the beer halls and 
bars of the Alstadt (old town). 

The River Rhine flows through Cologne 
and most cruises will visit for the day

Cologne, Germany

6
Centuries older than Prague or 
Budapest, the jewel of Bratislava is 
a colourful Old Town crammed full 
of palaces, museums, cafes, shops, 
restaurants and churches. Smaller 
than most capital cities along the 
Danube, but lively and welcoming, 
its narrow streets and ancient 
squares betray its Roman, Hungarian, 
German and Turkish influences over 
the millennia. Climb up to the four-
towered white castle for distant views 
across Slovakia and neighbouring 
Austria and Hungary.

Visit Bratislava on a Danube cruise 
towards the Black Sea

Bratislava, Slovakia

A European river cruise takes you into the heart of some of the 
world’s most impressive cities. Moor in the centre of town and walk 
to the highlights of the city from your convenient floating hotel. With 
complimentary guided tours on most river cruises, this is the most 
relaxing and hassle-free way of seeing the magnificent cities of Europe.

TOP 10 CITIES
to visit on a river cruise in Europe

4
Drenched in Andalusian sun, Seville 
is a charismatic, flamboyant city of 
fiestas and history, with Moorish and 
Roman influences in abundance. 
Notable examples are the world’s 
largest Baroque Cathedral with a 
belltower previously employed as the 
minaret of the Aljama Mosque, and the 
exquisite Alcázar Real (Royal Palace), 
which may look like a Moorish Palace, 
but was in fact built for the Christian 
king, Pedro the Cruel of Castile.

Visit Seville on a cruise on the 
Guadalquavir river in southern Spain

Seville, Spain
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Celebrate the festive season and toast in the 
New Year with fellow guests in style this winter. 
From a river cruise through the heart of Europe 
to soaking up the winter sun in the Caribbean 
or an expedition in Antarctica, make this festive 
season one to remember. 

VRC_BWH_210x297 July2016 v3.indd   2 12/07/2016   10:10

A river cruise is the perfect way to 
embrace the festive spirit. Enjoy the 
warmth and comfort of a floating hotel 
through the towns and villages where 
many Christmas traditions began. 

Home to one of the oldest Christmas 
markets in Europe, Strasbourg is 
a must-see along the River Rhine. 

Heidelberg’s five 
tranquil squares 
come to life with 
stalls filled with 
colourful gifts. 
The Danube 
combines the 
p i c t u r e s q u e 
wintry scenery of 
the Wachau Valley 

with the magnificent capital cities 
of Vienna, Budapest and Bratislava, 
where the aromas of mulled wine 
and soft gingerbread fill the air and 
spectacular buildings are adorned 
with colourful displays of lights. 

The Christmas and New Year period is 
a great time to escape on a seasonal 
getaway. Relax on magnificent tall 
ship Royal Clipper sailing the idyllic 
British Virgin Islands from Barbados, 

or join Marco Polo cruising south 
from the UK to the warmer climes 
of the Canary Islands, Portugal and  
Madeira with an indulgent Christmas 
dinner at sea. 

For the more adventurous, explore the 
vast landscapes of Antarctica where 
a white Christmas is guaranteed. 
Discover the dramatic scenery with 
magnificent glaciers and towering 
icebergs, and enjoy up-close 
encounters with a vast array of wildlife 
including penguins, seals and whales.

FestiveCruises 
withAll the
Trimmings

‘Aromas of mulled wine 
and soft gingerbread 
fill the air’

‘The Christmas and  
New Year period is a 
great time to escape on 
a seasonal getaway’



9 www.bluewaterholidays.com   01756 706523

We were delighted to be invited to 
spend a week on board SS Catherine, 
one of Uniworld’s exciting new 
fleet of Super Ships. These superb, 
boutique-style ships are unique in the 
river cruise market, offering stylish 
interiors and innovative features that 
distinguish them from the rest.

SS Catherine is similar to most other 
river cruise ships in that there is a 
good range of cabins from entry-
level staterooms on the lower deck, 
to staterooms with French balconies 
or full balconies, plus spacious suites 
with seating area and full balcony. 
What makes SS Catherine different is 
the meticulous attention to detail and 
sheer quality of the craftsmanship 
on board. The staterooms and 
individually-designed suites have an 
opulent, luxurious feel, and are full of 
thoughtful touches, such as spacious 
marble bathrooms, exceptional 
entertainment systems, and balconies 
that glide open at the touch of a button. 

The same is true in the public areas, 
with the beautiful Van Gogh Lounge, 
quirky Bar du Leopard and sumptuous 

Cézanne restaurant all showcasing  
the thought that has gone into this 
ship – from delicate Murano glass 
light fittings in the restaurant to bronze 
leopard sculptures in the bar, and 
even a life-size Murano glass horse 
in the stunning lobby. A beautifully 
decorated pool area is the perfect 
place for a refreshing dip, whilst the 
luxurious spa and well-equipped small 
gym add to the quality feel on board.

Another outstanding feature of 
Uniworld is the choice of dining options, 
including buffet breakfast and lunch 
with lots of variety, full service dinner 

in the Cézanne restaurant with plenty 
of choice and regional specialities, 
lighter bites on the terrace, and more 
intimate dining in the Leopard Bar.  
Alcoholic and non-alcoholic drinks 
are included at all times, with a 
highlight being the carefully chosen 
fine wines at dinner, introduced 
by the knowledgeable sommelier.

Choice and quality are also apparent in 
the included shore excursions, with a 
range of options to suit all tastes from 
more active tours to gentle walking.  
We kayaked along the scenic Gardon 
river and under the magnificent Pont 
du Gard, hiked through picturesque 
vineyards with wine-tastings en route, 
visited wine cellars, olive farms, food 
markets and breathtaking local sights, 
all accompanied by expert guides.

Uniworld offer boutique cruises on 
rivers throughout Europe and Asia, 
including the Rhine, Danube, Douro, 
the Mekong through Vietnam and 
Cambodia, the Yangtze in China and 
the Ganges in India. Their new ship, 
Joie de Vivre is launching in 2017 on 
the River Seine in France. 

Blue Water Holidays spent a week cruising the River Rhône from 
Avignon to Lyon on board Uniworld’s SS Catherine

A French Fancy

*Early-Booking Saving of £2,300 per couple is based on Ultimate European Journey itinerary, twin share in a Suite if booked by 31 Aug 2016.

ABTA No.Y6200

ABTA No.Y6200

THE WORLD’S ONLY AUTHENTIC BOUTIQUE RIVER CRUISE LINE ™

Uniworld offers a host of enhancements in 

2017 that make our award-winning, all-inclusive 

boutique river cruises in Europe more enticing 

than ever. Discover what makes us “Uniquely 

Uniworld” – book early for best selection of  

staterooms and 2017 departures.

NEW SHIP
Experience Uniworld’s

S.S. Joie de Vivre, our

newest boutique Super Ship.

EARLY-BOOKING SAVINGS
Book your 2017 European 

river cruise by 31 August 

2016 and save up to  

£2,300 per couple*.

TWO NEW
ALL-INCLUSIVE CRUISES

• Paris & Impressions

of the Seine

• Rhine–Main Discovery

& Munich

VIP SERVICE
Travel in style and luxury,

with concierge services

and 24-hour room service.

2 0 1 7  P R E V I E W 
B R O C H U R E  OUT NOW

‘What makes  
SS Catherine different 
is the meticulous 
attention to detail ’
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An expedition cruise is unlike any 
other form of travel — exhilarating, 
awe-inspiring and humbling, with 
life-affirming experiences in regions 
where the nature, people and wildlife 
are unique. Come face to face with 
the world’s most fascinating cultures, 
travel in the wake of famous explorers 
and enjoy watching thrilling wildlife 
- nature’s best entertainment show. 
Interest in expedition cruising is 
quickly growing as curious travellers 
seek to discover new and remote 
regions and to immerse themselves in 
the destination with the help of expert 
guides and lecturers. 

Expedition cruises to Antarctica 
allow guests to experience dramatic 
scenery dominated by snow and ice 
in the last unexplored place on Earth, 
where nature is at its most sublime 
and haunting. Kayak silently among 
the icebergs, stand in the middle of a 
thousand noisy penguins or listen to 
the melting ice and the distant echo 
of a calving glacier. The spectacular 
landscape and teeming wildlife 
will leave you speechless but with 
memories to last a lifetime. Enjoy 
spending time ashore, hiking, and 

seeing penguins, seabirds and seals 
up close. In the northern hemisphere 
see magnificent fjords and huge 
glaciers in Greenland, majestic 
mountains, cascading waterfalls and 
hot springs in Iceland, and impressive 
Arctic wildernesses inhabited only by 
birds, seals, walruses and polar bears. 

New expedition itineraries include 
cruises that sail across the Arctic in 
the wake of the fabled Norse settlers, 
to Canada’s Newfoundland and 
Labrador, where guests can discover 
fascinating Viking history as well as 
astonishing natural beauty. Amazon 
expeditions combine tropical beaches 
with metropolitan city life as well as 
excursions into lush rainforest. Learn 
more about the ecology, enjoy bird 
watching and see the unique wildlife 
on hikes or from a canoe. Sail along 
the stunning west coast of South 
America, travel through the Panama 
Canal and experience fascinating 
archaeological sites and the mysteries 
of the lost Inca.

The new adventure traveller is looking 
for authentic experiences, so to 
help meet the ever-growing demand 
several cruise lines are launching new 
expedition ships. Set to launch in 2018, 
Scenic Eclipse will provide luxurious 

and elegant ocean travel to far-flung 
destinations across the world, with 
helicopters, submarines, Zodiacs and 
kayaks to allow guests to gain access 

to remote natural wonders. Ponant are 
set to expand their fleet of luxurious 
megayachts with the arrival of four 
new ships in 2018 which will continue 

their philosophy of unique expedition 
voyages in five-star comfort and 
luxury. Hurtigruten will debut four 
new expedition ships in 2018/19 – 
these state-of-the-art vessels will  
be customised and tailored to  
their adventure-seeking passengers, 
complemented by activities including 
whale and sea eagle safaris, climbing, 
kayaking and rib-tours. Crystal 
Cruises are to launch their polar class 
megayacht in 2018 which will offer 
extreme adventures by air, sea and 
land to cater for customers who value 
life-changing adventures without 
sacrificing luxurious comfort and 
amenities. 

‘Travel in the 
footsteps of 
famous explorers’

‘Admire dramatic 
scenery in the last 
unexplored  
places on earth’

Venture off the beaten track

  Half a 
World Away
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Sailing on Royal Clipper gives you 
a whole new perspective on the 
stunning Caribbean. These islands 
offer the ultimate sailing experience, 
and Royal Clipper is the perfect ship to 
bring the romance of a voyage under 
full sail into the modern era.

Life on board is relaxed and informal, 
reflecting the laid-back ethos of the 
Caribbean. There is plenty of time to 
sip a cocktail on the beautiful teak 
sun deck watching the crew hoist 
the sails, or for those feeling more 
energetic there is the chance to climb 
the rigging to the crows nest, or 
swim, kayak and wind surf from the 
watersports platform.  

As Royal Clipper is a sailing ship, 
cabins are compact but thoughtfully 
designed and beautifully furnished in 
mahogany and brass. The magnificent  

dining room features a 3-deck 
atrium, open-seating and easy-going 
dress code. Breakfast and lunch are 
tempting buffets with hot and cold 
choices, whilst dinner is an excellent á 
la carte menu. There is also a spa and 
gym on board. 

We spent a lot of time in the Tropical 
Bar, where guests meet for pre-dinner 
drinks and enjoy the deliberately low-
key entertainment. This ship is not 
aimed at customers who need glitzy 
cabaret and Broadway shows to 
enjoy their cruise! The highlight of the 
evening is the unique and magical sail 
away, where all 42 sails are hoisted 
by the crew to the evocative sound of 
Vangelis ‘1492: Conquest of Paradise’.

Whilst the islands visited on this 
cruise are familiar to fans of the 
Caribbean, at only 4425 tonnes and 
carrying just 227 guests, Royal Clipper 
can visit places off the beaten track, 

where larger ships cannot venture. 
We moored off picturesque beaches, 
including Rodney Bay in St Lucia and 
Pigeon Beach in Antigua, complete 
with white sand, crystal-clear seas 
and friendly beach bars selling the 
obligatory rum punch. 

However, it’s not all about the beaches 
on this cruise - the range of optional 
excursions give a real insight into the 
culture and traditions of the islands. 
We took a rowing boat trip up the 
tropical Indian River in Dominica 
where scenes from Pirates of the 
Caribbean were filmed, took a hair-
raising off road trip in Barbados, and 
a tour of beautiful St Kitts. 

This is the ideal ship for those who love 
small ships and the thrill of sailing, or 
those who have been to the Caribbean 
before and want to experience a more 
intimate side to these spectacular 
islands. 

‘Royal Clipper can visit 
places off the beaten 
track, where larger ships 
cannot venture’

Juliet Archer from Blue Water Holidays spent a week in the Caribbean with Star 
Clippers, sailing from Barbados on board Royal Clipper

Star Clippers offer a range of 
superb Caribbean sailing cruises 
on board Royal Clipper and Star 
Flyer between November and 
March from just £1135pp. 

Exclusive ATOL protected 
packages including flights, hotel 
stays and overseas transfers are 
available on all itineraries.

A Secret Caribbean

Silversea is a world apart from other 
luxury holidays, delivering the ultimate 
all-inclusive travel experience.  Owned 
and operated by one family, Silversea 

is committed to offering superlative service 
and an exceptional on-board experience, 
with large-ship amenities aboard intimate, 
beautifully appointed vessels. All-suite, 
ocean-facing accommodation comes with 
butler service and superior extras, from 
designer cosmetics to a bar stocked according 
to preference. Exquisite à la carte dining is 
served in association with Relais & Châteaux®; 
Silversea’s preferred culinary partner, and 
complimentary champagne, wines and spirits 
are served throughout the ships. All on-board 
gratuities are also included. So with unique 
levels of choice, exquisite inclusions and 

Fares shown are cruise only, in British Pound Sterling, per 
guest, based on double occupancy. Fares for single guests are 
available upon request. All fares, savings, offers, itineraries, 
and programmes are subject to change without notice. Further 
terms and conditions apply, call for details.

For more information or to  
book, call Blue Water Holidays  

on 01756 706523.

MAIDEN VOYAGE 
19 Apr 2017, 14 days
MONTE CARLO TO NICE
Silver Muse

ClassiC Veranda suite From £6,150pp

outstanding service, Silversea truly offers the 
ultimate experience in luxury cruising.

To complement the current fleet of ships, 
Silversea has announced the construction 
of its brand new flagship, Silver Muse. Set 
to redefine open-air cruising for the next 
generation, Silver Muse begins her inaugural 
season in Mediterranean waters in spring 2017. 
The new ultra-luxury ship, with just 286 suites 
and a maximum capacity of 596 guests, will 
make its maiden voyage from Monte Carlo to 
Nice at the start of an exciting 2017 season. It 
represents an exciting evolution of the Silver 
Spirit, enhancing the small-ship intimacy and 
spacious all-suite accommodations that are the 
hallmarks of the Silversea experience. She will 
boast the highest number of large suites in the 
fleet, the most flexibility in accommodations, 
and crucially more dining options than any 
other ultra-luxury ship at sea — with eight 
venues including an exclusive Relais & 
Châteaux® restaurant.

With inspired design, quality craftsmanship 
and technology, Silver Muse will be the highest 
expression of Silversea excellence.

Announcing

TAKE A
CLOSER
LOOK

For more information please call  
Blue Water Holidays on 01756 706523.

Travelling to some of the most  
remote regions of the planet, Silversea 
Expeditions promises to take you on 
an awe-inspiring journey. From the lush 
rainforests of the equatorial Pacific to the 
polar extremes at the very edge of the 
world, and from the primeval Galapágos 
Islands to the staggering Kimberley 
coastline, our fleet of three expedition 
ships sails to all seven continents.

Blue Waters Holidays advert_Jul16.indd   1 11/07/2016   14:39
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With around 17,000 islands and 
255 million inhabitants speaking 
over 300 languages, this beguiling 
country offers infinite experiences 
and a wealth of cultural and natural 
diversity. Stretching from the western 
tip of Sumatra off Thailand and 
Malaysia, Indonesia follows the 
equator 5,000 miles to New Guinea, 
and encompasses the evocative 
destinations of Borneo, Bali and 
Java alongside the lesser known but 
equally astonishing Moluccas, Sunda 
Islands and Sulawesi.

Orangutan-filled jungles compete 
with bubbling volcanoes and idyllic, 
deserted beaches on the wildly 
beautiful island of Sumatra. Venture 
deep into Borneo’s humid equatorial 
rainforests and meet a rich array 
of wildlife including the larger wild 
Bornean orangutans swinging through 
the canopy above your head. 

Significant Chinese influence has 
led to a cultural and culinary melting 
pot where Chinese and Malay 

communities rub shoulders with 
indigenous villages. Ancient customs 
and ceremonies flourish although 
thankfully head-hunting is no longer 
in fashion.

Bali, the Island of the Gods, is a 
colourful mix of the myriad temple 
ceremonies, rice fields and ancient 

monuments of Ubud, and the more 
sybaritic beach culture of Seminyak 
in the south of the island. Inhabited 
by genuinely warm and welcoming 
people, Bali is both a spiritual and 
entertaining island paradise. Java 
is the heart of Indonesia, with its 
chaotic, crowded concrete city 
of Jakarta alongside bewitching 
landscapes filled with paddy fields, 
atmospheric archaeological sites, 
smoking volcanoes and swathes of 
empty beaches.

‘This beguiling 
country offers infinite 
experiences and a 
wealth of diversity’

This fascinating area is opening up to the world of cruising, with no better 
way of seeing the diversity and rich beauty which abounds. Experience the 
romance of a voyage under full sail on tall ship Star Clipper on her unique 
journey eastbound from Bali to the UNESCO-listed Komodo National Park for 
a glimpse of the legendary Komodo Dragon, or westbound to Java, from just 
£1145pp for a 7-night cruise. Ponant offer a luxury, all-inclusive yacht cruise 
from Myanmar (Burma) to Bali, visiting Sumatra, Java and Krakatoa, leading 
in at £4069 for 15 nights. We offer a range of packages including flights and 
pre and post-cruise stays.

IndonesIa
A Magical Mystery Tour

Explore sublime islands scattered like jewels amongst a vast expanse of ocean, offering magical cultures, dramatic 
volcanic landscapes, exquisite white-sand beaches and crystal-clear waters teeming with tropical fish and turtles

STAR CLIPPERS

Ubud - Surrounded by ancient temples 
and vast expanses of mountainous 
landscapes, Ubud is known for being the 
cultural heart of Bali. Extend your stay by 
two nights at the Uma Ubud and choose 
from a culture experience, a sunset tour, 
group yoga classes, a private chauffeured 
tour of Ubud and much more...

Alila Manggis - A beautiful boutique property 
on the Eastern side of Bali, extend your stay 
by three nights and take advantage of a 
complimentary Balinese taster menu for dinner 
on one night. Choose from daily excursions 
including snorkelling, Balinese massage and a 
plantation & Paddy trek amongst others. 

Bali Stay & Indonesia Sail
May-October 2017
• Depart the UK on your overnight flight to Bali 
• Spend two nights relaxing on the beautiful        
beaches of Seminyak and sample the local 
food in the bustling bars and restaurants 
• Join Star Clipper for your 7 night sailing 
traversing the Indonesian waters
•  Visiting: Bali, Gili Kondo, Komodo National 
Park, Pink Beach, Satonda Island, Gili Meno & 
Gili Trawangan, Gili Nanggu, Bali

From £2999pp
Westbound itineraries also available 

Let us tailor-make your holiday..

Komodo Dragons, Mount Bromo and the Gili Isles...

TALL SHIP CRUISES THAT DREAMS ARE MADE OF...
Caribbean |  Cuba |  Asia  |  Mediterranean |  Ocean Cross ings  |  Panama Canal

Lead in fare is based on 2 adults sharing a category 6 cabin, full board cruise. Economy flights from London, +non UK transfers, hotel stay where indicated  
and port charges are included. All prices are correct at time of print and are subject to availability and/or change and can be withdrawn at any time.

Bluewater_Indonesia_Advert_SG.indd   1 7/11/2016   4:29:07 PM
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This magical island is 
still being shaped by 
mighty forces; geysers 
gush, volcanoes rumble, 
waterfalls cascade down 
majestic mountains and 
huge glaciers carve great 
pathways through the 
landscape. Iceland’s culture 
is rich and appealing and 
celebrates a literary legacy 
that ranges from medieval sagas to 
Nobel Prize-winning contemporary 
thrillers, as well as enjoying a lively 
music scene, contemporary visual art 
and traditional handicrafts. 

Highlights of cruises to Iceland 
include the cosmopolitan capital of 
Reykjavik, home to a cutting-edge art 
scene, lively nightlife and of course 
the world-famous Blue Lagoon. 

The small volcanic island of Heimaey 
in the remote Westmann archipelago 
is known as the ‘Pompeii of the 
north’ due to its volcanic activity and 
Akureyri’s magnificent green pastures, 
waterfalls and whale-filled bays are 
the starting point for excursions to the 
Goðafoss waterfall, one of the most 
spectacular waterfalls in Iceland. 

From the small town of Ísafjörður 
perhaps explore the fascinating

 

natural history museum then stop by 
the magnificent Dynjandi Waterfalls or 
visit the unique Sea Monster Museum 
in Bildudadur. The Golden Circle is a 
popular route in South Iceland and 
takes in the dramatic landscapes 
of Thingvellir National Park, the 
magnificent Gullfoss waterfall and 
the Strokkur geyser which erupts 
dramatically every few minutes.

Iceland is rich in birdlife making it 
popular with ornithologists who visit to 
see dozens of thrilling species of bird 
during the summer nesting season. 
It is home to many seabirds, among 
them puffins, skuas, and kittiwakes 
who nest on cliffs 
around the country.  
Icelandic waters are 
full of marine life, and 
the summer months 
are a perfect time 
to sight humpback 
whales, orcas and 
dolphins. 

Cruise and Maritime 
Voyages offer a 

wide range of 
no-fly cruises 
to Iceland from 

ports around the UK. Fascinating 
discovery cruises from Voyages of 
Discovery and Voyages to Antiquity 
include expert guest speakers to 
enrich each experience as well 
offering exciting shore excursions to 
explore the country’s history, culture 
and traditions. New for 2017 are 
cruises on board the 34-passenger 
yacht Callisto. 

Expedition cruise lines  including 
Hurtigruten, Ponant and Silversea 
sail to Iceland and offer fascinating 
lectures on board as well as using 
Zodiac boats to reach remote islands 
such as Grímsey, where the Arctic 
Circle meets Iceland, and Látrabjarg, a 
promontory on Flatey Island and home 
to millions of birds, from guillemots to 
puffins and northern gannets.

‘Iceland’s culture is  
rich and appealing ’

Land of Fire and Ice
Experience nature  
at its most dynamic 
and awe-inspiring  
in Iceland

In 2017, we are offering superb no-fly cruises from 11 UK 
departure ports, including London Tilbury, Hull, Newcastle 
Tyne, Edinburgh Rosyth, Liverpool and Bristol Avonmouth. 
Our five ocean liners - new flagship Columbus, traditional 
Marco Polo, contemporary Magellan, classic Astoria and 
stylish Astor - are exclusively for adults and offer itineraries 
to exciting destinations, including the picturesque 
Norwegian fjords, diverse Baltic cities and idyllic islands 
of the Caribbean. Book your 2017 cruise today and the 
second passenger cruises free! 

•	Comfortable	full	board	accommodation
•	Afternoon	teas	and	late	night	snacks
•	Stylish	entertainment,	cabarets	and	classics
•	Self	service	tea	and	coffee	from	6am	to	midnight
•	Captain’s	Cocktail	Parties
•	Wide	range	of	leisure	facilities	and	activities

•	Informative	guest	speakers

Look what’s included!

SECONd PASSENgER CRUISES fREE!
Book now - offer ends 31 August 2016

Iceland and Northern Isles

Hull	(UK)	-	Tórshavn	(Faroe	Islands)	-	Eskifjörður	(Iceland)		
-	Húsavík	(Iceland)	-	Ísafjörður	(Iceland)	-	Reykjavik	(Iceland)	-	

Circumnavigate	Surtsey	-	Lerwick	(Shetland	Islands,	UK)		
-	Invergordon	(Scotland,	UK)	-	Hull	(UK)

1st passenger 
from £1789

2nd passenger 
fREE

17 June 2017 12 nights aboard Marco Polo

grand British Isles discovery

Liverpool	(UK)	-	Dublin	(Republic	of	Ireland)	-	Cobh	(Republic	of	
Ireland)	-	St	Mary’s	(Isles	of	Scilly,	UK)	-	St	Peter	Port	(Guernsey,	
Channel	Islands)	-	Honfleur	(France)	-	Leith	(Scotland,	UK)	-		

Kirkwall	(Orkney	Islands,	UK)	-	Stornoway	(Outer	Hebrides,	UK)	-	
Tobermory	(Isle	of	Mull,	UK)	-	Belfast	(Northern	Ireland,	UK)		

-	Liverpool	(UK)

1st passenger 
from £1969

2nd passenger 
fREE

20 August 2017 12 nights aboard Marco Polo

Baltic and St Petersburg

Newcastle	(UK)	-	Dundee	(Scotland,	UK)	-	Copenhagen	(Denmark)	
-	Warnemünde	(Germany)	-	Tallinn	(Estonia)	-	St	Petersburg	

(Russia)	-	Helsinki	(Finland)	-	Stockholm	(Sweden)	-		
Passage	Great	Belt	(Denmark)	-	Aalborg	(Denmark)		

-	Newcastle	(UK)

1st passenger 
from £2029

2nd passenger 
fREE

10 August 2017 14 nights aboard Magellan 

fjordland Splendour

London	Tilbury	(UK)	-	Stavanger	(Norway)	-	Sognefjord	-		
Flåm	(Norway)	-	Geirangerfjord	-	Geiranger	(Norway)		

-	Åndalsnes	-	Romsdalsfjord	(Norway)	-	Bergen	(Norway)		
-	London	Tilbury	(UK)

1st passenger 
from £1139

2nd passenger 
fREE

20 May 2017 8 nights aboard Magellan

Prices are per person based on two adults sharing a twin cabin, subject to availability. Offers are applicable to new bookings and can be withdrawn at anytime. gratuities at £5 per person per night debited to your on board account

‘This magical island is 
still being shaped by 
mighty forces’
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A Barge Less 
     Ordinary

Carrying just 22 guests, hotel 
barges offer an intimate cruising 
experience along the picturesque 
French waterways. With unlimited 
complimentary beverages on board, 
included shore excursions, all meals 
with fine French cuisine, Wi-Fi and use 
of bicycles on board, these are superb 
value cruises. 

The CroisiEurope hotel barge fleet is 
the most modern barge fleet in Europe, 
with luxurious fabrics by Missoni 
Design. Every barge features a stylish 
lounge, bar area and restaurant, 
where you can enjoy delicious French 
cuisine prepared by the on board 
chef. Cabins are well appointed, with 
private en-suite facilities, television, 
radio and hairdryer. The Sun Deck 
is the perfect place to relax, with a 

Jacuzzi and barbecue area, while the 
on board bicycles allow guests to 
explore independently. 

Join hotel barge Raymonde in the 
romantic city of Paris and cruise 
along the beautiful Marne-Rhine Canal 
into the heart of Champagne country, 
discover the fine wines and regional 
specialities of Burgundy on board 
Jeanine, or uncover the treasures of 
Strasbourg and Alsace on Madeleine. 

Our favourite cruises are the stunning 
upper Loire Valley on Déborah and 
the treasures of Provence and the 
Camargue on Anne-Marie. 

From the charming village of Briare, 
Déborah heads to the picturesque 
wine-regions of Sancerre and Pouilly-
sur-Loire, where the famous Pouilly-
Fumé wine is produced. Enjoy wine 
tastings at prestigious wine cellars 
and fascinating guided tours of 
traditional towns and medieval cities, 
plus sample local delicacies, including 
goats cheese at a traditional goat farm. 

Hotel barge Anne-Marie cruises along 
the beautiful Rhône à Sète Canal, 
exploring Provence, renowned for 
its beautiful lavender fields, and the 
picturesque Camargue, home to a 
rich diversity of wildlife, including the 
famous white horses. 

Discover the impressive Roman ruins 
in Arles and explore the old fortified 
city of Aigues Mortes. From Sete, 
there is a fascinating excursion to the 
beautiful Étang de Thau, one of the 
largest lagoons in the Mediterranean.

‘CroisiEurope’s hotel 
barge fleet is the most 
modern in Europe ’

A CroisiEurope hotel barge cruise is the perfect way to discover 
the rich history, unique flavours and diverse culture of France

Exclusive Blue Water Holidays 
7-night packages including return 
flights from the UK, overseas 
transfers and hotel stays are 
available from just £1795pp.  
Please contact us for details.

‘Enjoy delicious French 
cuisine prepared by 
the on board chef ’

SPOTLIGHT ON 
Aegean Odyssey

Combining the comfort and benefits of boutique-style cruising with the 
very best of cultural travel, Voyages to Antiquity offers an opportunity to 
explore the history, culture and natural wonders of the Mediterranean, 
Northern France, Iceland, Ireland and the British Isles. In 2017 they are 
introducing their first ever programme of no-fly cruising from London.

Joanne Smithies from Blue Water 
Holidays spent several days on the 
Voyages to Antiquity ship, Aegean 
Odyssey, in the Mediterranean 
earlier this year 

What was the dining 
like on board?

We dined in the Marco Polo 
Restaurant some nights, and 

although the atmosphere was great 
and the food fabulous, my favourite 
dining venue was The Terrace. The 
Terrace is located at the aft of the 
Promenade deck where you can enjoy 
an al fresco dining experience not just 
at dinner, but breakfast, lunch and 
afternoon tea too! Wine is included 
with dinner in both venues which is a 
nice touch.

A

What was your favourite 
part of the ship?

The Lido deck was my favourite 
place to be when the sun was 

shining. There are sunbeds and comfy 
sofas, a refreshing swimming pool, 
outside bar, tea and coffee station 
and lots of deck space. I was able 
to sunbathe at the aft of the ship on 
my own for a couple of hours before 
seeing another soul, which really 
shows how spacious the ship is and 
how uncrowded it felt.

A

Which was your 
favourite destination?

I loved Valencia, the third largest 
and one of the most historic cities 

in Spain. We enjoyed a wonderful 
morning walking tour of the Valencia 
gardens, viewing the beautiful flora 
and fauna and learning about the 
fascinating history of the gardens, 
which are located on the old bed of the 
Turia river that used to flow through 
the centre of the city before it was 
diverted due to a devastating flood

A

Did you take part in any 
on board activities?

Running alongside the shore 
excursion programme, and a big 

focus of the itinerary, are the lectures 
held in the Ambassador Lounge. 
They are conducted by distinguished 

A

experts and are tailored to reflect 
the destinations visited. These 
lectures really add to the cultural and 
educational aspect of the cruises 
and are extremely popular among 
the guests. A series of activities also 
ran throughout the day, and I tried my 
hand at cocktail making, and even 
napkin folding!

What were your first  
impressions of the ship?

Standing 7 decks high and 
carrying just 350 passengers, 

Aegean Odyssey looked elegant and 
graceful compared to the sky-scraping 
cruise liners that surrounded her in 
Barcelona. Although the vessel was 
built in 1973 she has undergone a huge 
refurbishment and felt immaculately 
clean and comfortable, with an air of 
understated, relaxed sophistication.

A
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ASIAN Delights The continent of Asia offers a wealth of 
treasures, some archaeological, some natural 
and some just simply astounding. River cruises 
journey deep into the heart of some of Asia’s 

most fascinating countries, allowing access 
to diverse and astonishingly beautiful places. 
Here are the highlights from our favourite river 
cruises through Asia.

Built by Mughal emperor Shah 
Jahan in memory of his third wife, 
Mumtaz Mahal, this awe-inspiring 
gleaming white marble structure is 
best seen at sunrise or sunset when 
the dome shines in miraculous 
colours - truly the most beautiful 
building in the world.

Discovered by accident in 1974, this surreal army 
of 8000 life-sized, intricately-carved terracotta 
infantrymen and horses guard the tomb of 
the Emperor Qin Shi Huangdi, with the army 
growing constantly in ongoing excavations.

Winding snake-like thousands of miles 
from the Yellow Sea to the Gobi desert, 
whilst some parts of the Great Wall are 
now just windswept ruins, the most 
renowned sections of the wall undulate 
majestically over the hills at Badaling 
and can easily be visited from Beijing.

The largest religious monument in the world, this 
breathtaking moated Hindu monument turned Buddhist 
temple is the height of Khmer architecture, and regarded 
as the heart and soul of Cambodia with its well-preserved 
ornate bas-relief carvings and sublime central tower.

Cruise into the heart of UNESCO World Heritage listed Kaziranga 
National Park, the ‘Serengeti of India’, in search of one-horned rhinos, 
elephants, Bengal tigers and bison as well as exotic monasteries, 
temples and untouched villages.

Translated literally as ‘where 
the dragon descends into the 
sea’ this ethereal spectacle of 
a thousand limestone pillars 
rising mirage-like from the 
emerald waters has a poetic and 
almost eerie beauty, and is now, 
unsurprisingly, a UNESCO World 
Heritage Site.

Visit the Taj Mahal, India 
on a Ganges River Cruise with 
Golden Triangle Extension

Walk the Great Wall of China 
on a Yangtze River Cruise  

and Tour

Admire Halong Bay, Vietnam 
 on an extended Mekong River Cruise 

and Tour, or on a Red River Cruise

Explore Angkor Wat, Cambodia 
 on a Mekong River Cruise and Tour

Framed by distant silver-grey mountains and guarded 
by the Irrawaddy river, thousands of astonishing 
temples tower as far as the eye can see at this mystical 
archaeological site, built by the Kings of Bagan nearly a 
thousand years ago. 

Discover Bagan, Myanmar 
 on an Irrawaddy River Cruise

Cruise the Assam Valley, India  
on a Brahmaputra River Cruise

See the Terracotta Army  
on a Yangtze River  

Cruise and Tour in China
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‘The highest standards 
of service are upheld 
throughout the ship ’

‘Viking have managed 
to give an atmosphere 
of luxury and style 
without any stuffiness’

Starof theSeas
Having really enjoyed several river 
cruises we booked the Viking Star 
2 years ahead of departure (12 
months ahead it was fully booked!). 
It was a gamble whether Viking 
could translate their excellent food 
and service to a larger ship. The 
good news is they can! This cruise 
from Venice to Barcelona was the 
most luxurious I have experienced, 
my comparison is with Cunard, P&O, 
Celebrity and Princess. Viking have 
achieved a modern elegance through 
great attention to detail.

As each stateroom has a balcony we 
chose the least expensive and were 
not disappointed. The shower room 
was the most spacious and well-
appointed that we have experienced, 
the shower cubicle itself had plenty of 
space and a powerful, easily controlled 
water flow. A big improvement on the 
river cruises was ample storage space 
and lounge area.

The highest standards of service 
are upheld throughout the ship and 
staff have a “can do” attitude to any 
request. Instead of the pre-dinner 
briefing of the river cruises, the large 
numbers necessitate Port Talks in the 
theatre which are very professional 
and informative. The enrichment 
lectures were top rate, if you missed 

them you could catch them on 
television in your cabin. There was a 
good choice of films and TV channels.

Viking continued to offer excellent 
food with numerous choices and 
their usual generous servings of 
free drinks with meals. There are 
fewer big tables than on the river 
cruises and open dining throughout 
a longer time. The more expensive 

your stateroom the more options you 
have for reservations at the speciality 
restaurants (no additional charges 
involved) but they are hardly necessary 
as the main restaurant is so good. 

The dress code is smart casual so 

men do not have to take a jacket for 
dinner. Coming from Devon I was 
pleased to note they serve proper 
clotted cream with afternoon tea!

At each port there is a free excursion 
with the option to pay for others. 
We mainly chose the free trips and 
they were very good, using excellent 
guides and quietvox headsets which 
you recharge in your stateroom. We 
did pay to go to Pompeii and that was 
well worth the expense. Viking always 
provide bottled water for excursions.

Viking have managed to give an 
atmosphere of luxury and style 
without any stuffiness. The client 
group is mainly American with a 
smattering of Canadians, Australians, 
New Zealanders and Brits. I would 
heartily recommend Viking, especially 
when you remember the price 
includes drinks with meals and free 
excursions.

VRC_BWH_210x297 July2016 v3.indd   1 12/07/2016   10:10

Blue Water customer Marie Brown cruised on board Viking Star in April this year and sent us her review
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We were very excited to experience 
a self-drive boating holiday on the 
beautiful Canal du Midi, a UNESCO 
World Heritage Site. Our boat for 
the week was a Penichette 1180FB 
from Locaboat Holidays, which was 
fantastic and larger than we had 
expected. There was plenty of outside 
deck space, including a large seating 
area and table to the aft, perfect for 
al fresco dining, enjoying a glass (or 
two!) of wine and watching the world 
go by. There was also space at the 
front of the boat to sit or lay on deck, 
and store bicycles. 

The interior was perfectly proportioned 
for a 6-7 berth boat, with two forward 
twin cabins and a double cabin at 
the aft, all with en suite bathrooms. 
The lounge area in the middle of the 
boat was spacious with a table and 
comfy sofa, and there were inside 
and outside steering positions. The 
kitchen was situated at the aft just 
off the lounge area, and although 
compact it had absolutely everything 
you would find in your own kitchen at 
home. All we needed to do was stock 
the fridge!

It didn’t take us long to relax into 
operating the boat as with the help 
of the bow thrusters for mooring and 
manoeuvring, we could all take it in 
turns to steer, whilst admiring the 
passing scenery and enjoying some 
coffee and croissants on deck.
Our first stop was Le Somail, a picture 
postcard village with good facilities 
(private moorings with water, power 
and showers, shops etc). We arrived 
just after midday and enjoyed a 
delicious lunch at a La Bouche 
restaurant, located on the canal side. 
We decided to stay on here as the 
weather was so nice so a couple of us 
headed out on bikes whilst the others 
stayed and relaxed in the sunshine. 

The beauty of the holiday was that we 
could go at our own pace and plan our 
itinerary along the way. At the main 
mooring zones, including Le Somail, 
there was the opportunity to hook up 
to the electricity points and fill our 
water tank, all of which was explained 
and illustrated in the guide.

During our evening moored in Le 
Somail we decided to make use of 
the fantastic kitchen facilities on 
board and cook our own dinner, before 

spending the remainder of the evening 
enjoying the sunshine on deck, 
chatting and laughing, and reflecting 
on our day, already looking forward to 
the next.

Day two saw us turn off the Canal 
du Midi onto the Canal du Robine, 
which gently flows to Narbonne and 
eventually reaches the Mediterranean 
Sea. Our journey was more challenging 
than the first day’s cruising as there 
were several locks on the Canal du 
Robine to operate manually, unlike the 
ones on the Canal du Midi which had 

lock keepers. The big advantage of 
the manual locks was that they didn’t 
close for lunch so we could pass 
through them from 9am until 6.30pm. 

Once we got the hang of the locks they 
became really good fun, as we worked 
together to navigate them. It was 
hungry and thirsty work though, so 
we made sure we had time for a lunch 
stop in the pretty village of Sallèles-
d’Aude. We’d highly recommend the 
canal side pizzeria which had simple 
but amazing food and at a really good 

A Week on the 
Canal du Midi
Five of the Blue Water team took a self-drive boating holiday 
in France in April. Here is their diary of the week!

‘Once we got the hang  
of the locks they 

 became really good fun’

price (3 course menu for 13 Euro).  
Returning to the boat we continued 
our day of cruising, and once again we 
were lucky enough to have beautiful 
sunshine so we could steer from the 
outside steering position all day!

We arrived in Narbonne for the 
evening, with countless wine bars and 
restaurants to choose from. We chose 
a restaurant, Le Petit Comptoir, that 
had been recommended to us by the 
boat base and it did not disappoint. 
After dinner, it was only a five minute 

walk back to the boat. We retired to 
bed, having eaten enough to last us 
for the rest of the trip! 

From Narbonne it is possible to 
continue down the Canal de la 
Robine to Port la Nouvelle on the 
Mediterranean coastline, but we 
decided to make our way back to 
Argens. Taking the same route back, 
we fired through all the locks (like 
professionals this time!) calling back 
at Le Somail and on towards Ventenac 
where we moored for the night. 

In Ventanac there is the fabulous La 
Cave du Château de Ventenac on the 
canal side. We enjoyed a tour of this 
magnificent château and an obligatory 
wine tasting session! Afterwards, we 
took a local taxi to Homps (it is also 

possible to cruise here if you have 
enough time) and had our last evening 
meal, once again enjoying delicious 
French cuisine and fine wine. 

On the last morning, we reluctantly 
cruised back to Argens. We had all 
become quite attached to our floating 
house! After checking out and enjoying 
another lazy lunch by the water, our 
adventure sadly came to an end. We 
had dined like queens, enjoyed plenty 
of wine and laughed till our sides hurt. 
All in all, a fantastic experience that 
was fun from start to finish, and one 
we would recommend to anybody. We 
will certainly be returning in the future 
to explore France further as there are 
so many areas to see, and we can’t 
think of a better way to do it than on a 
self-drive boating holiday.

‘We enjoyed a tour of  
a magnificent château 
and the obligatory 
wine tasting session! ’

We offer over 380 boats to suit 
couples, families and groups. 
With departure bases in France, 
Germany, Holland, Ireland, Italy 
and Poland, we offer the best 
choice in the finest regions across 
Europe

Visit www.boatingholidays.com  
and search online with live 
availability. See how much you 
can save with our exclusive Blue 
Water discounts!

‘The beauty of the 
holiday was we could 
go at our own pace’

‘We took it in turns to 
steer, whilst admiring 
the passing scenery’ 
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ARCTIC HIGHLIGHTS
6 days  |  Tromsø – Kirkenes – Tromsø
From £899pp on a half-board basis
Concentrate your coastal voyage within the winter 
wonderland of the Arctic Circle as you go in search of the 
spectacular Northern Lights, as well as get involved in  
optional additional excursions in Tromsø aft er your voyage.
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CLASSIC ROUND VOYAGE
12 days  |  Bergen – Kirkenes – Bergen 

From £1287pp on a full-board basis
The defi nitive voyage showing off  the very best of Norway’s 
beautiful coastline and culture, and off ering optional 
winter activities like husky dog sledging and snowmobiling. 
Hurtigruten’s unique Northern Lights Promise applies.
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**Terms and conditions apply**Terms and conditions apply

This is Hurtigruten’s unique and exclusive promise to you 
that if the northern lights don’t occur on your 12-day voyage 
with us between 1 Oct 2016 and 31 Mar 2017, we’ll give you 
a 6-day Classic Voyage South or 7-day Classic Voyage North 
FREE OF CHARGE.**

Leave the artifi cial city lights 
behind for nature’s spectacular 
aurora borealis along the 
breathtaking Norwegian coast

FROM MANCHESTER’S 
CITY LIGHTS TO THE 
NORTHERN LIGHTS

Departing Manchester: 6* and 26 Mar 2017 Departing Manchester: 20 Jan and 19 Mar 2017

*This departure has one-night pre and one-night post voyage in Tromsø

 Tripping  
theLight  

Fantastic

Inspiration to artists and poets, myths and legends, there 
is no better way to experience the Northern Lights than by 
sailing through the sheltered coastal waters of Norway with 
the Aurora Borealis set against a dark sky, free from artificial 
light. A celestial show which truly needs to be seen to be 
believed, no-one has seen the Northern Lights and not been 
caught in awe by this magical display.

A winter expedition along the coast of Norway is a beautiful 
experience. The landscape is covered in pure white snow; the 
air is fresh, pure and crisp. Clusters of cosy houses glow on 
the shores like embers, and the stunning backdrop of snow-
clad mountains reflects the polar twilight. 

We offer a range of 4-16 night cruises in search of the 
Northern Lights, from a range of UK airports and ports. 

‘One night the ship glided effortlessly 
and silently into a dark, narrow fjord 
and then, above the black outline of 
steep mountains, the Aurora gave 
us a wonderful light show. What an 
experience! ’

‘The ship visits a total of 34 ports 
each way and they are very individual 
in character, from the grandeur of 
Trondheim and the beauty of Tromsø 
to the isolation of small communities 
perched on islands or nestled at the 
foot of steep mountain slopes.’  

‘The three excursions we went on 
were Husky Dog Sledging in Tromsø, 
a visit to the Snow Hotel in Kirkenes 
and the midnight concert in Tromsø 
Cathedral. All were excellent, well 
organised and good value for money.’ 

‘Hurtigruten do not put on typical 
“cruise style” entertainment which 
for us was a huge positive and one 
of the reasons that we selected 
this trip. There are some short 
demonstrations and ceremonies 
held out on deck, a couple of films 
on the Northern lights and the Sami 
people and a pianist plays in the bar 
each evening.’  

‘In-between ports we were able to 
watch the Norwegian coast slip by. 
The scenery was inspiring. Points 
of special interest were explained 
enroute and there was always space 
to sit in comfort in the Panorama 
lounge and watch the land slide by.’ 

‘The meals are Norwegian in style and 
of excellent quality. Breakfast and 
dinner buffets have a wide selection 
of hot and cold meat, fish, eggs, salads 
and vegetables, a rather too tempting 
selection of desserts and gluten free 
options if required.  The evening meal 
is a set three course menu of good 
to excellent restaurant standard and 
the main course alternates between 
meat/poultry and fish.’

‘The highlights of the trip were 
the midnight concert in the 
Arctic Cathedral - the music was 
outstanding and very moving - the 
trip to the North Cape, and of course 
the sighting of the ‘Fairy Dancers’ in 
the sky on 3 different occasions.’ 

‘If you are feeling brave, I would 
certainly try the open air jacuzzi on 
the top deck and the ‘ceremony of 
baptism’ with King Neptune after 
you cross over the Arctic Circle! ’ 

Read some highlights and favourite memories from our customers’ Northern Lights cruises:
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C R U I S E  S H O W

Wednesday 26 October, 3.30-7.30pm 
Winter Gardens, Ilkley, LS29 8HB

(opposite the train station)

If you are interested in cruising, this is the unmissable event of the year!

Join us on the day to find out all you need to know  
about cruising from the leading cruise specialists

Exclusive offers on the day plus 
exciting prizes to be won including:

Free Cruise for 2 People!

Luxury Yorkshire Hamper!

Case of Wine!

Meet representatives from leading cruise lines, 
including:

www.yorkshirecruiseshow.com

Share your best travel photographs with  
us for a chance to WIN A CAMERA! 

Have you captured an amazing sunset over the Greek 
Islands, or managed to get up close to penguins on 
an Antarctic expedition? If you’ve got great travel 
photographs, enter our competition for a chance to 
win a Nikon D3300 DSLR Camera worth £279.
To enter, simply upload your photographs on to the  
Blue Water Holidays Facebook page with a brief 
description. Competition closes at 
midnight on 30 November 
2016.

The winner will be 
announced on our 
Facebook page, 
so keep checking 
as it might be you!

Good luck!
www.facebook.com/
bluewaterholidays


